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Typewritten  Manuscripts. 


Family  of  David  Jones  Davies  (Minnesota) 


Family  of  Gwen  Roberts  Davies  (and  others) 
(wife  of  same) 

Sketch  of  David  Jones  Davies 


Sent  by  Dr.  William  E.  Thomas, 

Jamestown  College,  Jamestown,  N.D. ,1944. 


An  Arrangement  of  the  Descendants  in  the  ROBERTS  Family, 
From  Carnarvonshire,  NORTH  TALES,  including  many  now  in 
the  United  States,  among  whom  are  Rev,  R.T. Roberts,  D.D., 
Rome,  N.Y. ,  Rev.  Daniel  Williams,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 

Prof.  Wm,  E.  Thomas, Sc.  D. , Jamestown,  N.D.,?rof.  Dwight  Willi 
Manhattan,  Ran, ete,  The  above  names  are  listed  for  purpose 
of  identification. 

1S249S9 

Robert  Roberts, Eangor,  Wales, 1700 


Robert  Roberts,  Tan 

ybwlch, Wales.  1749 

Hugh  Roberts, Cambri 

a,  Wis.,  1787 

ryjr\  IS?  5* 

Marv .  Gw en .  Thomas. 

Hannah, ROBERTS 

i 

^  /'ft  Claudia  DAVIES  1855 


I  THOMAS 

William,  David  1874 


Elaj.n5  .THOMAS  1910  ,  Theodore 


David  Johnson.  P.i chardTheodor e 


The  above  arrangement  does  not  carry  all  the  descendants  o 
the  first  Roberts  shown,  but  shows  the  order  in  which 
ethers  may  be  placed.  W.E.T. 
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KOBhlff  P033hff5  lived  in  the  early  1700* g  five  miles  iron  Bangor, 

’/ales.ann  five  miloa  froi»  daurnarfonsiiire, forth 
"'Eiles.  Jlo  had  a  fanily-the  oldest  boy  fc-  in.?  his 
u>  une  snko,  born  in  174;;, 


KC3T:pT  j;r.3*-.ia*r, 


1. 
2 . 

St 


4, 


3.  1749-riarriod  tv;icc-sovea  children,  u* 

Tanytj^Lch,  "* 

IJobort-r eriainod  in  "ales. 

J  ohn  -  - 

HUGH  KQBv‘R?S-wi£e  hary  (Jones)  four  ohildrer.-left 
.alee  in  184  c- a. one  to  .iec  nsin,  b.Li,A,  (see  later 
page  r» ) 

a  daughter  ra,  VS2732  PAVIS# 


!•  Bobert  Bavie 

£#  John  B  Davis,  postmet  or  Cmabria.v.ieconsin 
Second  marriage:  m.  Catherine  PouLk, 

5,  David  Boberte 

6.  Ponlk  Roberts  m,  Catherine  Owens 

1«  Catherine 

« 

2.  Elisabeth 
2*  Sarah 

4.  311 en 

5,  Bohcrt  Poulk  Roberts  (Bob  I)  b  Jol /  12,1338, 

lives  ite  welsh  Prairie,  .vise  one  in,  near 
Cambria,  ti  daughter  of  o\?en  i  Jonus, 

1# Jeanette -died  about  1332 

2  Katharine-married  ”  'r  Oiliaoroafhey  live 
on  the  hone  farm  at 

/olsh  Prairie, have  children, 

7*  Thotian  Bob  art  a 

HUGH  BQBhrffS  (  a  deacon  in  the  Calvinist io  L’ethodiut  clrntohjborn 

February  11,1737-died  Pebruory  23, 1065, Age  7 Q 


VAST 


his  "vife-  h,  1783,  Pied  Parch  30,  1875, Age  87 

V7lth  family  of  four  child  roil,  emigrated  Tv  or*  Caernarfon 
Porth  ’.'alee  of  Proscitiron)  in  18*12  (13aL)  am 

settled  in  ' ’ieconsin  in  a  settlement  which  ra s  named 
Proscairon.and  a  here  they  lived  8  nil's  north  of 

Cambria, 


X  Cfca-pel 


I-THOhAT  nUT-H  ROBHHTS  born  hey  12,  1825*  He  was  .a  preuohor- 
farmer- ordained  for  the  ministry  in  IGDQ.IIo  lived  o?t  a 
fu rm  8  miles  iron.'  Cnnbria-n  .rried  three  times-8  children 
4  step-children* 


PI  rot  narrie^e :n.-i?vicd  by  Rev  17m*  Jones,  Volsh  prairie* 
Viscorain  on  Jan  27,  1851  to  iiaria  a rry-b* November  9,1826: 
died  Hay  7, 1856, six  days  after  the  birth  of  her  second  Bon, 
she  la  b’lriod  in  Rock  Hill  Comet ary, Wisconsin, 


1«  Robeit  ThoiaaB  Roberts, born  Oct  £9, IBM, baptized  Jan 
25,1852  by  Kev  \  ui  Jones* 

He  taught  school  ana  <  ork  d  on  the  Pern-1  eter  attended 
Hipon  College, Iron  which  he  graduated  ir*  1079. Hr  had 
a  talent  for  oratory,  .liter  graduation  ho  went  to  Lane 
Theological  .Seminary  at  Cincinnati  for  7-  years.  He 


returned  to  the  old  farm  and 
married  to  his  atop  slater, II 
1850 5  died  march  10  1909, 


the  after  his 

Tj'i  \  T'  TTTT^'T 
•  au’.iii.  -  r  l  .n 


return  was 
•  b,peb.  28 


Ee  was  cu  led  to  the  Presbyterian  Chur  oh  of  Cambria. 

Ker  slat er, Hannah,  livoa.  with  them  there  until  her  death. 
He  was  on  the  hipon  Board  of  Trustees  in  1899,  Pied  Jan* 
10  1927  at  hone,.,  York.Bnricd  in  l^one  Cenetary* 

He  had  four  children,  married  twice* 


1*  liaria  (Mae)  Valentine  Robert  a,  1214  Janes  St  roe 
Home  li  Y 

2*  Bora  hary.  b  _  _ died  Dec  1,1932,  m,  Janes 

Thomas*  .had  aBopTeT" children* 

3*  Hannah  Jane,  m*  Prod  ft  /lnship,  Home  ,i;.Y.Kt*4 

1-  Elizabeth  Koberts  b,  about  1910*m*Hobert 
J  Ardison,  ort  Plain,  N  Y,  Gho  is  a 
graduate  of  Syracuse  University* 

1-  Hobert  Ardison  Jr* 

2-  Gary  inship  Ardison,  b ,  Jan  17  1839 

2- Robert  Prodrick  v< inship  b, 1913, Graduate  of 

Cornell. 

4*  itargerot  Cwaladys  Koberts,  m*  n  E  Jones,  'upt 
of  Rubber  Covered  iiili, Home  Cable  Corporation, 
lived  at  1214  jj  Janos  rt*  Home  li  Y 

1*  m  Robert  Jones  b.  April  1922* 

socond  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Thomas  about  1912-no 
children  (1959)  living  in  Bracwell,  ..oat  Virginia* 

TEOIIAS  RCBEHES,  born  Hay  1,1856 -baptised  June 
10,  1856  by  Rev  .m  JoneB.  harried  lion  Wynn  Jonos-born 
lay  7,  1864-died  Jan  31,1915* 

"e  was  rural  mil  carrier  at  Cambria,  pied  at  radison 
jmjoo/yaln  Aprl  19  1909  Burieu  in  Cambria,  5  ohildren 


■ . 


_ 
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BRHJ.iiiiA  troiug  rob.  .io?s 


cont inued 


1*  Thomas  7yna  Roberts,  is  (1959)  a  mail  carrier 
on  his  aether' 3  old  rout  A  Cambria  wis# 


2#  John  Ben  Roberts,  newspaper  in  Colur.ibus  ;ie. 


5  .Robert  Dwight  Roberts,  bern  Jan  IB  18S6  at 
Crj>b ria#  Baptized  by  Rev  J  0  ?©rry,  Cambria. 
Harried  June  21,1919  by  Rev  Robert  R  Roberts 
(uncle)  to  Bessie  Hughes  Robeyte-born  tout 
24,  1995  at  r.orte  A  1',  Baptised  by  Rev  John 
rillinr.n,  Rone  K  Y.  Live  at  121  Turin  ft. 
Romo  li  y 


l.Hleanor  J  Roberts,  b#..ep  a,  1920 

Bone  h  Y  Baptized  by  Rev  Jay  lillians 
Milwaukee  ,is. 


2*2homas  <  Roberts  b#  July  18  1927  at 

Home  Ii  Y.  Baptized  by  Rev  Jay  !illiams# 
Milwaukee  His# 


Second  marriage  (of  THOMAS  HUGH  ROBERTS )  on  June  28  1858 


by  Rev  v/n  Jonoo,  \7clsh  Prairie#  m#  J/ij.3  HUGHES-  b  rcb  17 


187.9 


(  as1'  Hughes) 


3#  fcAHY  JAAH  ROBHrTS  b#  June  28  1889  in  Proscairon 
Baptized  July  17  1859  by  Rov  Hn  Jones, Died  Jan  15 
18G1  o.7  croup# 


4.  MARY  KLLIiii  ROBERTS  b#  Jan  3,1861  in  Racine  Eis. 
Baptized  reb  16.1G61  by  Rev  m  Jones ,  tied  pc o 
26,1874-  a  beautiful  girl  who  loved  music# 


JF.HLlh  (Jane)  b#Jan  3#  1863  in  proecairon#  d. 

June  ll#1891-age  20  yea.js.ri  ed  in  second  childblrti 
Bautized  Mar#  5  1G62  by  rav  David  Howlands  r.  GRID 
■HOWHLG# 


lyrhomae  R  Howell,  b  1987.  n  Ethel  Jones- 
They  lived  at  Topponieh  , Washington 


l*Hobort 
2.  Bert 


6.RJ0H  7H01IAS  ROBERTS  b  Jan  1,  1055  in  Pro  sea  iron, Bart  ised 
Jan  29,1865  by  i<ev  John  R  Daniel,  n.  1895  to  MATT I] 
B01ICHBB# 


/3 


Els  mother  died  and  his  father  married  again,  while  Hugh 
was  yet  yo*ang.  His  stepmother  d  veloped  career  of  the 
breast,  which  lot  to  two  expensive  operations  and  the 
mortgaging  of  one  of  his  fathers  two  farms. His  step¬ 
mothers  i  oath  and  losing  tho  fa na  greatly  aged  hie  father, 
who  died  xab  24#  080,  advising  in  his  will  that  tho  farm 
bo  kept  until  HUGH  TEOlbiG  waB  of  age-which  was  done# 


. 


Jennie 
H.T ,d. 

winter 
iin  old 


and  Hugh  wro  alone  on  the  farm  several  years « 
went  to  Cambria  abo'it  1906-lived  with  Robert  one 
than  to  Ripen  4  years  prep,  and  t  years  of  college, 
catalog  of  Ripen  11  at  a  hie  us${  u  J-jitSQg.-ClaBtical 


Department  and  Department  of  Vueic. 


^Uvi. ^ry/ 


He  loft  college  about  1989.  This  college  is  about  25  miles 
from  Hrosoairon,  ;ent  Eest  in  1899-few  norths  in  .’part a , 
W1b;180J  1890  in  DTiciness  college  in  liinnearolir ;  to 
BiaiAark  I,  Dak  in  full  of  *90  and  early  '91  to  a  iob  in  a 
bank-kept  hooks  .  To  Tcoona  in  1891*  no w  (1989)  lives 
at  754  Zziox  Ave, Spokane  ttachl  n*rt  ou«  3  children. 


!•  Drunk  Arthur  Roberts,  b  Dec  31,1895. July  15  135.3 
Harried  Alfreds  Hirnch, 

Both  are  te.-uRing  in  nan  DranoiBco  High  Oaliools 
They  livo  at  59  Rosewood  Drive, Gan  Eranoiuoo.  1 

child. 

IChribtie  Hennemn  "Roberts  b  Jan  29  1955 


2-Allen  'high  Roberts,  b  June  11  1897.  m.  liillicent  "’all 
Z  children 

1 - Betty  La  liana  Roberts.  b.  June  IE  1927 

2- R.obort  Roberts  b.Gut  9  I960. 


3# Jennie  line  Roberta,  b.liov  19  1901  .Teaching  at 
HI r  ul and , Uuehi ngt  o  n 

7  HiVTATT  ROBERTS  b  Jan  9  1367  in  Brocesircn.  Bleu  August 
3  1867.  Baptised  liar  7,1867  by  Rev  John  R  Daniel  .Buried 
Prcsciron* 

8  JOE!?  THOMAS  ROBERTS  b  Kay  26  1668  in  Preset ron.Bapt isod 
July  25,  1860  by  John  R  >aniel 


Third  carriage  (of  THOMAS  HUOII  ROBERTO )  on  Varan  10,1971 
by  Rev  Roes  Evans, Cambria.  m.KARY  KO  ."HEEDS  ( widow  of 
Tliome  Hughes )  5  girls  and  5  Loya.H^ children  were  John: 


Haggis:  Hannah:  and  Hugh  Henry  Hughes .  Hugh  Henry  ( Hugh ’’Bach" 
b  Kay  1865.  n*  I'aroh  7  1363  by  liis  stop  brother  Robert 
T  Roberts-to  Hanna  Jones,  have  £  children- 2  daughters -and  3 


gTandchlldren;i:yrvlo,  ;a.  >n  Heating-  n  Heating  Jr,b  1922. 
Ilorraa  Heating  b  1927.  Heatings  live  in  tadison  his. 
Clairoo  m.  Charles  .5  Tuat-iive  in  Bamboo,  .is,  Kalxaond 
Tmrt  b  19£0  in  University  of  lYla,  now  (1958) 


Hr  &  lirs  Hugh  Henry  Hughes,  127  2nd  St  Baraboo,  ’.vis 


. 


II-UlDhAE  3Q3';.PT3  ,b.  1830.  m. John  Yiiiinr.s  fa 
~  ~  preacher)  cf  Gamed*3.  and  tvey 

live l  In  Dchkosh.  Eight  children. 

1#  Cohort  J  3  Lillians 


2.  Thoms  K  villlums.  m  Dorothy  Lloyd. Live  in 
Peesenden,  1C  D  ronr  children 

1«  John  2.  Villi  a/ca.  Live  in  Bierrark,  N.L^Ut- 


1.  Lloyd  Edge r ton  Till  lairs 
2*  Shirley  Tilliams 


£.  Irwin  "illiams.Live  ir  Cathey  ;  ,r« 

1.  Viola,  m,  Hiller.  1  child 

2%  Irene  m.  HoLonald 

(3.  Irwin  b.  Aug.  15,1912 
twins  (4  s.eliujin  b.  Aug  16  191H 

(5.  Beatrice  b.  Ang  17.  1^13 
(6  Bernice  t.  ^*3  17,  1313 

3.  iiande  (  docoasod  ) 

4*  Lloyd  f deceased) 


3.  Edward  Eugh  "ill lams 

4  Hary  Owen  Lillians  b  L*ay  22,  1853  nuSloha-rd 
3  •  J  one s 

1.  Hannah  Ceinwen.  m.  Arthur  I  Roberta 
Live  at  IZb  Roaedole  St.  Leaver  Lam 
wis. 

1. Gwendolyn  inn  Roberts  b,1924 
£.  Honneth  Arthur  Roberts, hilled 
in  a  coasting  accident 

3  Eiohard  Howell 

4  Bhirloy  Hay 

6  Herbert  Allen 

6  Gordon  David 

7  Paul  no land 

8  Dily3  Ceinwen  b.Hay  12  .938 

£•  Llewellyn  Caradog  Jonea  m.Bertha  sate 

1  Quentin  Robert  5  one  a 

2  Joan  Lnellen 

3  tlary  Ella 

4  Elisabeth  ilae 


5  John  Caradog  Lillians 

6  J'ar^aret  villi ama 


’■3 


\ 


II  Hannah  yoborts-  cent  L  inert, 

7.  .iilli.iia  ynr.o  itillifjna 


O*  iioi^ah.  Jaac  llli  J43 


III 


v  •  # 

iw*  •  fc»  X 


mrriel  t;si03-  j  ohildroru  a,  .To, 
e  in  7a lea  ano  Ciw  to  U  "  ■ 
T#iSh  their  three  aoas. 


•  1,  -lev  Lebort  $  fnghoa,  b  £ea  21,1541.  t:,  Jane 
!>4VlC3 

1,  h  7  >koc-  deoeoesed 

1  Boland  hagfcee 
£  JTclen  Ftifhes  ( dc*r ~vtcr } 

5  GXrxye  Eagfer-g  ( daughter 

Z  Cfc CJLfiE  be  rifct  nughce-docceased 

X  Xcetcr  If  E^ghea  -lieeoaBecl 

3  Illlion  Pa^haa  xn,-John  L  3av ie.rastor  ui 
tho  -Vac  hingt  on  L  ctwxre  ?.i  L  Church 

’■  y 


X  *Jero  a  son 
Z  Phillip  -ioco eased. 

2  ?hQ?ue  7  Uushoi3-f?ns  naooeiated  rith  Ira  j  "ankoy 

of  too  !iunoi\o  “LoodT  and  cankey 

©7n3^GliGvE,0*i0  child 


X  Clara  ifughes  a  J.J.Qwen#  nov?  f  lrJ2>8 ) 
a  wide*.  Lives  at  1434  .7  3£na  t 
Min!  u*  tip  oil  lr*n 

Second  aoarHggo  f&x/' 

e,  John  T/  llllaye,  b  1214  (carperrte6.u 
preacher  )  throe  tiore  children 


$  Lav  Paniv'il  llliacm 

jJ  m.-lk 

*,  i  «i 

U ,  jlcj 

Lived  icui/  year** 

item  Lake 

I  o-a «  C  oi it  r  !*:•  -it  j  d  1*  o 
(the  llirro*' 

’TLhe 

Lrye'r 

i 

1  son  die  :  in  infancy 


4-  .1X11  art  >7  ^iXUac^.  b  ISfiS,  b  children 

X  Dwight  villi,  ana  rrof  of  rictory 
&  G  overrent.  tvtc  college 

!Janhatt-au  i;n 

2  Jennie  .illlains.Uiiivorrity  ;j:tei;Bio 
Ill  nneap  oils 


3  llary  illinns,  teacher,  kite  near 

Lake  linn 


b  i:n  ry  '.  lien  ill  A  «rr,  b,in 


m. 


;  r-  .  , 
I  -J  i  • 


r  oner 


I 

iUiVf  i\ CB  BTC  oonti  tied 

t  !  ary  .lien  .’llliacie  £hoi.-‘Q8  cent, 

•  I«j6?r e.n  "hwfc  n*  Phonsfi  p 

uolleKO  of  n^in:  crir*?r  -j  of 

zore  iith  -eve, 

£  i.arl©  (l>*rlu)  Jhomi. -J  etching,  Live©  et  Z0£0 
10th  avs  Uinne epulis 

5  v  Chn  3*1  ill  v  X  r  aotJis  * .  o  •.•  u  h A  n&  i  r*  t  ^  aul « .*> Ivo £  nt 

16 til  Haguo  >vo  ..  nil 

4  uflVid  J  -  COLitib ,  u-Ov?i'.'Oi] 

6  Gillian  !  ?hon«e,  fit  rue?  .Giiao  Ppriatf©  Iowa 

tbr«u  children 

1  Clint  on  I'liomas  deceased 

2  Doloroc  Thomas 

2  David  hu^hec  j.’ bonus 


JVOt 

1  ,  f.lveb  at 


^  p  7 


n  IV  3..-h‘  referred  to  bedryb  which  means 


’’hunt  .»v:erj’  '&•  Jan  21,  1 J ?X  m  uvi;  *?  Davies, 


loth  rcrc  aissioruiriea?  sc  Indians  In  scbrAfe* 
on  and  bo  fora  ISOf#  . '.:cy  hud  threo  children 

WvMX 

i  -j  ;l  nfliToc  » 


1  Claudia,  b  Peb  7  10fc£  ,  r.,  ill! am  i.  Jhooas, 
t$c  ohiluren 


i  * 

(XA^-^r-tT 


7 


1  ,' ‘.11  Hat!  £  irhome  b  Aw?  26,  1374, 

t  esc >  i r>g  at  »Uaci «* t  own  Coll*? re ,  s 'V&$ t  or»n 
ii  D,  1  child  lprji^r.1i  <i>  _ 

1  *m*K  31nl»w  "homae  «  » 

2  David  ?hoiT}rje,  b  r*nr  26,  1874,  llvee  In 

orinrell  Tens  four  children 


:<T 


1  Theodov-v  ThORa***  t  ray  8  1907, ^tvef? 
ii  Ullviaukee  -is  m#  Dorothy  Johnson 
2  eona* 


1  Dav  16  rJ ohn s  on  b h oqks 
£  hlehurd  Phaoooro  Dhomat 

£-Gwendolyn  Thomas  b  Dec  5  1J09  lives 
in  jHu  Tioines  eo rotary 

B-  Allot*  iooii^v  b,_-eb  ID  1912,  T}sbooher 
Dee  J’oinee  To^e 


f 


4  David  FYho  .et  1r  b.J.ov  27  131E  (fleooatD 
2  Hugh  hoberte  Davies  b,  Deb  C  1667  i  cur  children 

J/Ma.  p-<r> 

1  .u;«a  h  Devi oa  le  0  i>2p  irimen  Mor^  City 

1  SOIi  (  .j 

b 

1-  'h?rh  R  JjiVicj-'t,  lor.K  city  In 


0 


0»vU  uOi.i 


rufh  Kobor to  r*r  r?  re^ooi. v I: ’.ica* 
B  villi'  Q:)xviciz  ,2^) 


"7 

.  €* 


'Mvi*  C  ;*foUs,  O  'io  tu;  olty  Tn 

two  R}0')F-  t 


1  j  vert  on  jnvi-:i< 

1  netiio 

?  Ohnrity  -ms  .js?  iti« 

*  \i*X l f>  \  (icw^’ssod  5 

2  nit o?  OjirndOfT  D«Ti**»*  b  2,1060  If? 

4)  <7  a-/- 

1  iiomld  C  v*iri^a,  Le  :>Oj  virn 


1  _ _ _ _ 

£ _ _ _ _ 

2  fatAlra  Da^i^s  j&* 


r* 


%  e cider  rslrr.o^nTllnn 

*Uwtif  Oaeidcg  Waxier.  Jr.  -liras  *t 


(19 


. 


. 


An  ^rrangeis-nt  oi'  the  Ancestors 
Showing  Direct  Descent 


di  David  done s  Davies 
Descent  for  Seven  Generations,  "based 
on  a  Llanuscr iut  Possessed  by  the  2;aiuily  ,t  ogether  with 


the  ,r./elsh  Cyclopedia 


!T 


—r  t 

~  r 


n.  e>  n«  a  % 


"‘a-  e  t  t‘ 


Date  of  present  vr  it  in? 
January  11,1941, 


A 

1 


2 


n 

%/ 


Robert  Lewis  (b.  about  1/00) 


<f 


C.’V'  Ktc 


Robert  Lev/ is 


L£n 


Robert  Robert  ^eeis 


Robert  Roberts 


avid  ' hoe  erf  s 


w  _  w 

a  Hugh,  Robert .Phonas 
Jos  eph~Hr.o  certs 
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A  General  Statement  Concerning  the  Accompanying 

Family  History. 

This  statement  la  made  by  V/illiam  B.  Thomas,  of  Jamestown,  N.D., 
December  Soth,  1940. 

The  V7elsh  manuscript  to  which  later  reference  is  made  and  of  which 

a  translation  is  given  was  received  by  David  J.  Davies,  of  Fillmore 

County,  tlinn.,  from  Joseph  Roberts,  of  tlanohester,  England. His  letters 

were  dated  from  a  number  on  "Moss  Side".  The  manuscript  was  sent  at 

some  time  in  the  early  1880’s.  After  the  death  of  David  Davies,  it  was 

kept  by  his  daughter, Claudia  Davies  Thomas  Prioe, although,  at  the  time 

of  her  death  in  January  1921,  it  was  later  found  to  be  baok  in  Wales. 

The  writer  of  these  lines  secured  it  from  Hies  Ann  Roberts,  Bryn  Bella, 

Wales,  to  whom  it  had  been  loaned, about  1935,  and  at  the  present  date 
his 

it  is  in/possessioxu  The  name  of  Joseph  Roberts  appears  in  the  paper, 
as  well  as  that  of  David  Jones  Davies.  They  were  first  cousins. For  many 
years  they  corresponded.  Joseph  Roberts  seemed  to  be  in  easy  circumst¬ 
ances.  His  letters  showed  a  person  interested  in  the  churoh  and  in 
world  questions.  In  his  pictuers  he  appeared  dignified, with  a 
"Gladstone*  type  of  face  and  dress.  His  daughter.  Uabel  Roberts, 
was  still  living  in  the  1830’s.  Her  home  was  in  Hanchester  and  her 
circumstances  were  described  as  very  oomfortable.  She  was  unmarried. 

It  would  seem  that  the  compiler  of  the  "family  history ".whose 
name  was  Thomas  Roberts  (born  in  1784), did  his  work  for  his  own  satis¬ 
faction  and  not  for  any  public  use.  It  is  possible  that  this  accounts 
for  a  certain  frankness  he  shows  in  comments  on  various  persons  who  come 
into  the  story  and  it  may  indicate, also,  a  rather  carefully  compiled 
reoord.  The  writing  of  the  paper  seems  to  have  been  completed  in  the 
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1850'  e.  The  earliest  birth  date  noted  in  the  manuscript  .may#  by 

t  i-  '-  £a 4  C  '  (• 

referenoe  to  the  Cyclopedia  artiole.be  inferred  as  1731.  and  also 

/ 

by  means  of  that  article  the  record  is  carried  to  approximately  1700. 
This  refers  to  the  birth  year  of  Robert  Lewis  (  not  Robert  Lewis  Hugh)* 
The  people  whose  names  are  listed  live4^their  lives, chiefly,  in  Anglesey 

(Sir  Fon)  .Manchester,  and  Liverpool,  but  it  should  be  observed  that, 

\ 

so  far  as  the  18th  century  is  concerned,  the  "Roberts"  family  had 
formerly  come  from  "Arfon"  or  Carnarvonshire, 

William  B.Thomas  makes  also  the  following  relevant  annotations: 

His  mother  remarked  to  him  (in  the  1920*8)  that  Dr,  William  Roberts 
of  Utica,  U.Y.,was  of  the  same  family.  This  was  Dr  .Roberts,  well-known 
as  an  early  editor  of  the  "Cyfaill"".  His  son  was  the  more  widely 
known  William  Henry  Roberts.  Philadelphia,  for  many  years  "Stated 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  ”  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.  He  did  not  ask  for  details  .but  there  was  no  doubt  about  the 
fact.  He  assumes  that  Dr.  William  Roberts  (Utica)  was  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  name  of  Roberts"  found  in  the  manusoript  —  probably 
later  than  Robert  Lewis  Hugh  (b  1731).  There  is  a  published  life  of 

i 

this  man.  He  was  born  in  Anglesey  and  came  to  the  U.3.  in  1855. 

The  present  translator  records  also  that  the  manuscript  is  neatly 
writ  ten,  though  in  places  some  words  are  indistinct,  resulting  in  doubt 
as  to  the  correct  meaning:  but  these  points  are  rare  _  A  few  explanatory 
notes  have  been  included  with  indioation  that  they  are  the  translator* a 

r 

insertions  •  He  mentions  also  the  following  "mythical"  point  in  family 
hi  story,  namely  that  there  was  a  legendary  connection  of  the  Anglesey 
ancestors  with  the  Tudor  family, which, at  least,  until  recently  con¬ 
tinued  in  Anglesey, where  they  lived  in  the  days  of  Owen  Tudor.  In  1891 
when  Dr .Daniel  Williams  visited  Wales .some  mention  must  have  been  made 
of  this  point,  for  a  letter  recently  existed  in  which  he  reported  that 
bo  had  inquired  but  found  no  basis  for  the  opinion.  He  remembers 


•  ' 


with  mention  of  Victoria),  but  this  was  regarded  as  a  mere  pleasantry 
One  would  fairly  infer  that  .in  ',7ales,  the  family  sketched  in  this 
history, was  inclined  to  be  thrifty, given  to  farming  and  mechanical 
trades, religions,  sometimes  fond  of  Independent  study,  as  in  case 
of  the  two  listed  first,  and  David  Jones  Davies, 

For  identification,  the  present  writer  records  himself  as  a 

\ 

grandson  (together  with  his  twin  brother, David  H,)  of  David  Jones 
Davies, sons  of  the  daughter  Claudia, who  was  born  in  Nebraska, February 
7,  1855,  The  writer  was  born  in  Minnesota, August  26,  1874,  He  has 
been  Professor  of  Physics  and  Registrar  at  Jamestown  College  since 

1909  *  He  is  in  the  ninth  generation  from  the  beginning  of  the  list 

,  > 

when  the  Cyclopedia  information  is  included  •  This  fact  is  recorded 
as  somewhat  of  a  guide  to  others  who  may  read  the  names  shown. 

The  translating  of  these  records, together  with  other  writing  here 
given,  were  done  during  CChristmas  week"  in  1940, 


Translation  of  a  Family  Record  Made  by  William  Roberts 

Who  Was  Born  in  1782* 

(  The  original  manuscript  is  in  the  Welsh  language  )• 


My  grandfather*  Robert  Robert  Le\7is  was  the  son  of  Robert  Lewis  Hugh. 

kZ  ® - ' - 

and  he  lived  in  Bryn-y-Cynan,  or  Bryn-y-Colyn,  a  small  farm  which 

bordered  on  tho  land  or  garden  of  the  curat e  of  Llandwrog, Carnarvonshire • 

(It  had  been  gained  possession  of  from  mountain-land  but  he  had  lost 

possession  of  it  through  neglect; it  is  now  joined  to  the  curate* s  garden)* 

j 

Robert  R*Lewis  married  my  grandmother  in  Arvon*  There  wane  born  to  him 
of  his  first  wife, that  is  to  say,  my  grandmother  .three  sons*  in  Carnarvon¬ 
shire*  namely*  Robert  *  David*  and  John  Roberts*  My  grandmother  died  soon 

$ * 

after  their  birth  (  i*e*of  the  youngest , WBT ) .  at  Ty  Goch  .Llanfair, 

X 

Carnarvon* and  my  grandfather  then  married  a  widow  from  the  farm  known 

as  Maenhir,Llangeinwen.Angleeea*  She  had  three  sons  from  her  first 

husband  (Griffith)* namely.  Griffith* Evan* and  William*  and  there  were 

born  to  her  from  her  second  husband* namely. my  grandfather*  two  sons 

and  two  daughters, to  wit  .Thomas  Roberts,  and  Griffith,  Margaret  and 

Ann*  Rob't  Roberts*  the  oldest  son*married  Elizabeth  Williams  and 

there  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  children* namely  John  and  Robert ,at 

Pen-y-sarn,  LI  angel  nwen.  John  resides  in  Llangeinwen  and  robert  is  dead* 

My  uncle  Rob*t  Roberts  died  about  the  year  1791  .from  a  severe  epi- 

demie  (o  lechdan)  that  was  mowing  down  the  inhabitants  of  Anglesea* 

He  married  the  widow  of  John  Peter  and  they  lived  and  died  at  Typorth* 

My  father  David  Roberts  ,  after  being  at  Maes-y-porth*  Bodrhwyn, in  the 
4. 

employ  of  Mr*  Lloyd  and  Hr  Howells  ana  others,  in  1778, married  my 

mother, Hary  Lloyd*  the  oldest  daughter  of  Thos*  Lloyd*  from  his  first 

wife, liable  Rolarrt.from  Pen-y-dr e.Eiwtwroh.To  Thomas  Lloyd  there  were 

born  three  daughters  and  one  son  at  a  place  called  Bryna  (?) .Riwbvrrch* 

As  we  shall  have  occasion  to  give  the  story  later, there  were  born  to 
David  Robert s, from  his  first  wife, Mary  Lloyd, six  children, namely 


m*  -*®  *  •'T^XpO-x-'T^ra  •so  it^jrxO~*+ax't&  ttf  r*YlX  *d  **rj? 


s  . 

Hugh, Robert  .Thomas, Klin.  Jobs  .  and  Owen,  Hugh  was  born  in  Eiubwrch. 

Robert  at  Capel  R  it  hi  n  .Thorns.  Klin. John,  and  Owen  at  Pwll-y-dcfaid, 

» 

L 

(Sheopopool)  in  Llanfohangel  (ys  gelling) «  David  Roberts  was  a  nasi  of 
na rsy  misfortunes,  from  hie  middle  years  until  tho  end,  first,  be  causa 
of  failure  to  put  a  watoh  upon  his  words,  and  also  through  meddling 
with  the  matters  of  others,  and  this  latter  me  a  cause  of  grief  to 

his  and  to  my  mother  until  she  was  near  the  grave* 

t  ' 

7 ha  canoe  of  this  was  somewhat  as  follows:  two  men  tilled  some  land 

near  Llanfihangcl,  f?*ff*  and  0*3*  And  at  tho  time  of  tho  grain  harvest, 
when  they  ©ot  up  their  shoots  of  grain  on  the  field  they  practiced  a 
frond  by  making  some  too  largo. from  the  first  to  the  ninth,  and  so  on* 
And, as  I  b| op eet, my  father  had  in  some  nay  disclosed  the  fraud  to  the 
tithhing  officer, and  this  was  to  him  a  bitter  episode.  Ho  me 
threatened  with  a  suit  at  law  until  he  became  timorous, and  in  place  of 
seeking  out  the  one  who  knew  the  truth  about  the  fraud  as  a  witness  it 
became  a  case  of  the  "guiltless  holding  his  peace"  and  he  suffered  him- 
self  to  be  shown  a  liar  and  he  had  to  do  ponanoe  in  two  parishes  and 
he  was  compelled  to  leave  his  homestead  in  the  midst  of  his  bitter 
adversity,  This  occurred  about  tho  year  1795,  Ho  became  lukewarm  in 
Ms  religion  and  ho  withdrew  from  his  religious  friends  and  he  Joined 
himself  to  the  Independents  in  tho  church  known  as  Rhos-y-meiroh, 

< 

Llangefni.  Ho  changed  his  residence  to  various  places  of  abode, such  as 
? r e fnanfc -we n.  Lla  nd  d  e 1  ni  ol . I JLwyn^ogyn  (  ? ) , LI anedwsa* and  to  the  Valley 
Orove  by  the  Beach  { ? )(tir  dyffrys  y  Cell  fel  ?entraeth),am  from 
there  to  the  Llandrygann  Dingle.  tty  mother  died  in  this  parish  on 
the  6th  of  October,  1810.  Her  age  was  fifty-eight* 

tty  father  then  married  a  widow  at  Hen  ilylwyd,Hangeinwen,But  this 

to  his  grief  and  not  to  his  happiness.  His  spirits  become  so  depress- 

.  <x 

and  he  and  his  wife  separated  and  my  father  went  to  live  with 
a°£h.  his  oldest  son,  in  Clegir,Bodurog  and  he  died  in  the  year  1813. 
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The  fiat  e  was  Liar  oh  18th  and  his  ago  was  sixty-one  .He  was  hurled  by  the 
side  of  his  first  wife, Mary  Lloyd,  in  the  Llandrygarn  church  yard.His 
second  wife  died  a  few  days  later  ,at  ULangeinwen, 

Hugh, the  oldest  son  of  David  Roberts, after  serving  his  terms  at 
Plasooch.Tyddineddi  (?),Eirdrefaig,Bodauon,  and  as  shipoarpenter  in 
Carnarvon,  wont  to  Liverpool  and  Hirdrefaig,-the  second  time  in  the 
year  1805,  There  he  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Hugh  Hughes, Glan- 
berod  (?indistinot(  .Llangefni, and  he  resided  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  Cleglr.Bodwrog,  There  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  three 
children,  namely . Mary,  Ann  and  Hugh,  Mary  died  at  the  ago  of  twenty  and 
she  was  buried  in  Rushulme  Road  Burial  ground,  the  number  of  her 
grave  being  3510.  In  Manchester,  Ann  is  married  to  William  Hughes, the 
son  of  Samuel  Hughes  of  Boditeran  and  she  lives  at  Llynfaes*  Hugh  died 
In  infancy,  Hugh  David  Roberts,  the  greater  part  of  his  age, passed  as 
a  man  without  guile, diligent  and  honest,  but  in  his  latter  years  he 

&L- 

became  e utterly  ineffectual  and  without  solace  in  himself  or  for 
others  about  him.  He  died  August  27, 1843, at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 

His  wife  died  January  30,1850  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight , Both  are 
burled  in  the  Bodwrog  church  yard# 

Robert, the  second  son  of  David  Roberts,  after  being  in  service  for 
many  years,  at  Eirdrefalg  (?) ,?encraig, Lodge  (?)  Amlwch, Lied wigan, 
Bodwran,Tregarmedd  Bach, Bullhead, Llangefni, married  Mary, the  daughter  of 
William  Jones, Peny-y-fan,Llanddyfnan, and  built  him  a  house  in  Llangefni, 
There  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  four  or  five  children,  to  wit, 

Thomas,  Joseph  Manchester,  and  Mary,  and  the  two  others  who  died  in  infancy- 
Thomas  and  Joseph  learned  the  trade  of  wood  carpenter  (hefo  Dlcfe  y 
flngar  (?)-»)  •  And  both  came  to  Manchester  in  the  year  1834-35, 

Thomas, the  eldest  son  of  Robert  David  Robert  a,  married  the  daughter 
of  Edward  Beilis,  of  Caerlleon,  a  niece  of  the  Reverend  John  Jones, 
Trsfynon,  formerly  of  Caergwrle,  There  was  horn  to  him  and  his  wife 
Mary  three  or  four  ohildren.Thera-  are  alive  only  Robert  And  Thomas, 
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Joseph, Manchester ,  tho  second  eon,  was  horn  In  18~-  and  married  J$ne 
the  widow  of  John  Bills  of  Penrhyn  Daudraeth  (?) ,  Heir  ion,  daughter  of 
^  Edwards, Saddler  of  Bhythin,  and  there  were  horn  to  them  three 

daughters, to  wit,  Mary  Elisabeth,  Jane,  and  Mabel  Lewis*  Jane  died 
in  Llangefni  in  the  morning  of  her  years  :  Mary  (the  daughter  of  Robert 

i 

Davdd  Roberts  )•  lives  in  Llangefni, in  the  house  of  her  father  and  mother, 
having  married  David  Thomas, Trehwfa.Cerrigoeinwen,  a  son  of  David  Thomas 
and  nephew  of  David  Thomas  from  Twll-y-clawdd.Llanfihangel.Ysgeifiog,  (or 
Persnynydd ) »  There  were  horn  to  him  and  his  wife  three  children, namely  , 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Jane*  Jane  died  in  infancy*  They  live  in  Llangefni, 
to  the  present, with  their  mother  and  they  farm  Trehwfa* 

Thomas,  the  third  son  of  David  Boherts  -my  grandfather's  uncle  and  also 
of  Joseph  Roberts-  was  horn  in  the  year  1784*  After  being  with  his  father 
and  mother  until  he  was  eleven  years  old  and  a  little  time  In  the  school 
of  Moses  Tudor  in  Llanfehangel,  h©  went  to  Hirdreflg  and  remained  there 
four  years*  He  grew  tired  of  his  easy  life, to  his  sorrow  for  many  years,' 
and  he  removed  from  there  to  Cichla,Llanforus  ( ? ) ,  and  from  there  to  Lied- 
wlgen,Llangristiolus,and  then  to  Tyddyn  Adda  ( Adam) , Llanddeiniol  in  the 
year  1779*  This  was  the  place  where  he  began  to  give  attention  to  the 
Sunday  School*  From  here  he  moved  to  Brynhyrddyn, Pentraoth,  and  from  there 
to  Bullhead,  LI ancr c h-y-rao d d , i n  May  of  the  year  1800,  I  returned  to  pen- 
traeth  in  May  of  the  year  1801, for  two  years,  to  learn  the  trade  of  wood 
oarpenter,  with  John  Owens,  son  of  Owens  the  box-maker*  In  May  of  1803 
I  went  to  Beaumaris  (yn  dalgre?)  to  look  for  a  Journeyman's  work;  and 
hereupon,  Mr*  William  Thomas  asked  me  what  I  could  do  and  how  long  I  had 
been  an  apprentice*  But  I  could  not  tell  him  in  an  orderly  fashion,  and 
I  told  him  two  years  hut  did  not  mention  my  work*  "Oh", said  he,  "the 
Apprentices  give  up  their  apprenticeships, through  the  country, as  readily 
as  a  cow  drops  her  calf**  But  I  obtained  work  with  him,  at  Alltgoch, beg¬ 
inning  at  eleven  shillings  and  I  was  with  him  until  Christmas, 


■a 
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1  returned  to  Pentraeth  ana  at  the  beginning  of  1804  X  went  to  wort  for 
Owen  Williams,  B ryn~y~ gw al lan, XJLanff  inen.  and  the  plaoe  where  we  went 
first  to  wort  was  Tydaynraawr,  Cefaporth  and  the  Bant#  The  wages  was  a 
shilling  a  day  and  food,  three  of  ns  being  in  Llanflhangel  (ysgeiflog), 
until  the  14th  of  March,  Then  X  prepared  for  a  tramp,  and  thus  X  went  to 
Treffynon.  As  X  left  the  Talley  (Gell),{?)  I  thought  of  Abram  as  he  started 
on  hie  Journey.  On  the  second  day  X  found  wort  with  Kobert  Tart  .builder 
and  undertaker  (contractor  ) ,  and  X  remained  with  him  a  year ; the  wage 
was  IB  shillings.  ~ 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1805,  a  change  of  location  ocoured.to  a  place 
among  the  English.  This  was  a  serious  thing  to  my  mind, since  the  speech 
was  unfamiliar  to  me  and  *1  felt  concerned  a  good  deal  on  this  account 
and  also  for  other  reasons.  X  started  with  a  friend  of  mine  from  Tre- 
ffynon, through  CaerXleon  and  Preston  (?),  and  arrived  at  Manchester  the 
second  day  and  we  soon  found  wort.  X  worked  for  Kr.Bellhouse  the  most  of  the 
sujomer.  At  the  beginning  of  January  1805  X  went  to  wort  in  Bolton  ( ?  By 
moor)  and  I  remained  there  until  May.  Prom  there  I  moved  to  Liverpool  and 
found  wort  with  Mr*  Tayr  ( XT  hay  or } .  Old-hall  street  and  X  was  with  him 
for  two  years,  and  in  many  places  afterwards.  I  was  with  Mr. Harrison 
on  JXeet  street  in  1810  and  continued  for  two  years, and  with  Mr* Jones, 
Brownlow  Hill,  the  latest,  for  seven  years.  Xn  July  1818  X  returned  to 
Manchester  and  X  worked  for  Messers  Beilhouse  and  Son  for  five  years  and 
for  Messers  Buxton  and  Son,two  years.  Xn  1829  X  went  to  wort  for  Messers 
Boden  and  Edwards, until  the  year  1838.  X  have  worked  but  little  since 
that  time,  alt  hough,  through  the  kindness  of  Providence,  I  have  had  ex¬ 
cellent  health  throughout  most  of  my  life  and  even  yet  my  shoulders  are 
not  heavily  burdened.  Yet  X  have  not  ©scaped  without  my  trials  and  tempt¬ 
ations, many  of  them?  some  of  my  own  mating  through  extravagant  living. 

I  have  namy  reasons  to  be  thankful  to  the  Almighty  for  preserving  me 

and  protecting  me  through  my  long  journey, to  wit, seventy-one  years  last 
January,  the  year  being  18CB. 
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As  I  Ties?  the  Tale  of  life  in  the  past  ana  my  journey  through  it 
|  have  a  thousand  reasons  for  repentance  and  for  wondering  at  the 
patience  of  my  Creator  in  that  he  sustained  me  alive  on  the  earth, 
vhile  1  have  been  so  unfruitful  with  respect  to  his  cause  .while  I  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  blessed  gospel  all  my  days* 

Elinor,  the  daughter  of  David  Robert s, died  in  infancy, In  Llanfehangel. 

(  fat  her  of  D  •  J  •  Dav  is)  *  -  U  ^  <v, 

John, /the  fourth  son  of  David  Roberts, after  being  employed  in  several 
places, such  as  Pentraeth.Hirdrefig.ILedwigen.Treygawen.Bhafod,  Penrhawyd, 
Bodf fore, (where  he  started) .Llangwyllog, and  Merthyr  Tydvil,  after  passing 
through  frequent  griefs, and  frequent  distress  of  mind, in  1812  married 
Catherine  Williams  of  Biwbwreh, and  there  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife, 
nine  children.  These  were  David, Mary,  Elizabeth.  Jane, William, John. Owen, 
Gwen,  and  Phebe*  John  David  Roberts  was  a  man  of  many  trials.throughout 
his  life,  owing  to  poverty  and  the  burden  of  so  large  a  family  which 
depended  on  him  for  their  support.  The  result  was  that  his  mind  and  spirit 
Bank  to  such  depths  that  at  times  he  became  completely  confused  mentally, 
and  in  the  last  instance  he  was  sent  to  Denbigh,  to  the  Asylum  (in  1851)* 
There  he  died  in  1864  and  his  dust  rests  in  Whlteehurch  church  yard  at 
Denbigh.  He  was  of  sound  mind  before  his  death.  John  David  Roberts  lived 
Liang©  inwen  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  His  widow  and  seven  of  his 
children  are  now  in  America.  David, his  son  with  his  wife  have  been  sent 
as  missionaries  to  teach  the  uncivilized  Indians  to  till  their  lands  and 

A  l  / 

to  conduct  themselves  as  is  meet  toward  their  fellow  creatuers.  Mary,  the 
oldest  daughter,  is  married  to  Owen  Rob  arts, the  blacksmith  and  they  live 
la  Tredraeth  Parish.  They  have  five  children.  Elizabeth  was  married  in 
Carnarvonshire.before  starting  for  America.  They  have  four  or  five  child- 
Jane  is  married  in  America  and  she  has  children.  71111am  was  married 
la  Anglesey.before  starting.They  have  children. Phebe  was  married  recently. 
0*en  ana  Gwen  are  unmarried . 
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There  is  one  grandson,  Joseph,  a  son  of  Mary, out  there  in  their  midst. 

Oven,  the  son  of  John  David  Roberts  is  a  sailor  in  America. 

Oven,  the  fifth  son  of  David  Roberts, after  being  employed  in  various 

T 

places,  suoh  as  Er ianallt ,t an-yr -allt  Hewydd,pentre-y-bwau,  in  1615  came 
to  Liverpool  and  remained  there  until  1642.  The1  his  health  failed  and  he 
came  to  Llangefni,  to  his  brother  Robert’s  home  and  he  died  March  5th, 
1825  at  the  age  of  thirty -two.  He  was  buried  at  Liandrygan  (?)  in  the 
grave  of  his  father  and  mother.  Owen  David  Roberts  was  a  man  of  great 
strength  of  body;  he  was  two  yards  in  height  .but  he  was  cut  down  in  the 
flower  of  his  days. 

My  unole,John  Roberts,  the  third  son  of  Robert  Roberts  Lewis, was  born 
in  Arfon.  After  being  In  service  for  a  term  at  Plas  Penmynydd  and  in 
other  places, he  married  Margaret, a  daughter  of  Mr  .Rowlands,  of  Clegir  Hawr 
(Great  Clegir)  Llandrygann  and  went  to  live  on  a  fans  oalled  Glan-yr-afon 
in  the  same  parish.  (He  had  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Llanbabo  in  ) . 

There  was  born  to  them  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  These  were  Elizabeth, 
John, Robert ,  Ann, Margaret , William, and  Elin.  Elin  married  William  Thomas, 
wood  carpenter,  and  there  were  born  to  them  both  sons  and  daughters. 

John  married  the  daughter  of  David  Roberts  of  Meirioges  There  was  born  to 
him  and  his  wife  both  sons  and  daughters.  His  oldest  son,David  Roberts, 
lives  with  his  mother  at  ?enrh%s,Llangristiolus  and  he  is  a  minister  of 
the  gospel.  He  belongs  to  the  Calvinists.  (  At  present  .however  .he  is  at 
LI  and  dans  ant ,  in  a  shop.)  John  Roberts  died  in  the  midst  of  his  days,  at 
Penrhos.  He  married  Ann  Thomas  Griffith  of  Maes-y-llyn.  There  were  born 
to  them  sons  and  daughters.  The  wife  married  a  second  time,  a  son  of 
Syddyn-y-Bleddyn,  and  they  live  at  this  place  at  the  present  time.  Robert, 
the  second  son  married,and  he  has  both  sons  and  daughters  .He  lives  in 
Hanfair-fe chan, Arfon.  Margaret  was  married  and  she  has  both  sons  an& 
*Qd  daughters  and  she  lives  at  Lleohgynfarwy. V/iilian  died  in  the  morning 
°f  his  days. 
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Elin  was  married  to  Owen  Morris.  They  have  children.They  live  near  Gwindy 
in  Bodwrog  Parish# 

15y  uncle,  John  Roberts  was  a  man  of  great  Bodily  strength  and  of  a 
fearless  mind  and  he  was  much  approved  by  his  neighbors.  His  wife  was  of 
the  same  character. but  she  was  distinguished  for  her  piety.  She  died  a 
little  earlier  than  her  husband,  at  a  great  age.  tly  unole  was  near  eighty 
when  he  died.  Both  died  at  Glan-yr-afon,  and  that  which  is  mortal  of  them 
rests  in  Llandrygarn  church  yard  until  that  day  when  their  dust  shall  be 
raised  from  their  graves. 

Thomas  Roberts, the  fourth  son  of  Robert  Thomas  Lewis  born  to  him  from 
his  second  wife  was  born  at  Maenhir, Angles ea,  and  he  remained  there  later 
than  his  father  and  mother,  married  ilary  Morris  from  Erddreiniog  (?) $ 
a  sister  of  Richard  Morris  of  Hendre,Tregauan.  There  were  born  to  him 
and  his  wife  at  Maenhir  throe  daughters, namely,  Sydna, Margaret,  and 
Catherine.  Sydna  was  married  to  Griffis,  a  shoemaker, son  of  Bodydrida, 
and  they  lived  in  Tregaeth.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  two  sons, by  name, 
Thomas  and  Griffith  •  The  two  are  unmarried  at  the  present  date.  Margaret 
was  married  to  Thomas  Williams,  a  son  of  the  well-known  religious  leader 
(Blaenor ) .Thomas  Williams  from  Pwll-y-Ehwiad,Llangeinwen.  They  lived  in 
Sriana.  There  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  seven  or  eight  ohildren.One 
of  their  daughters  is  married  to  Hugh  Thomas  of  Caerwen.  They  live  at 
Tan-y-twr.  Some  of  the  children  have  died  recently. 

Catherine  was  married  to  Robert  Williams  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Bala.  They  once  lived  at  Tan-y-twr,  and  there  were  born  to  him  and  his 
vife  three  children.  Robert  Williams  died  suddenly  in  the  midst  of  his 
*ays  and  his  widow  continued  at  Tan-y-twr  for  a  long  period,  until  she 
Save  the  farm  up  to  her  niece.  She  is  now  a  widow  and  lives  on  a  part 
°f  the  land  of  Tan-y-twr,  under  W. Thomas 

Margaret,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Robert  Roberts  Lewis  was  born  at 

Uaenhir,  She  was  married  to  William  Hughes  of  Tal-y-bont  at  which 
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place  they  lived  for  maiy  years.  There  were  horn  to  him  and  his  wife 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Hugh,  John,  and  William, Catherine,  Jane, 
and  Mary*  William  Hughes  died  in  the  midst  of  his  years,  at  Tal-y-bont 
and  Margaret  married,  the  second  time. Robert  Parri.  They  had  .to  cleave 
their  old  home  and  go  to  Tan-y-mynydd,  Tregauan. 

Hugh  Hughes  married  Gwen  Williams,  daughter  of  the  old  religious 
leader  from  Pwll-y-rhaiad  ,  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  religious 
leaders  of  Anglesea*  They  lived  there  twenty  years  or  more  and  there 
were  horn  to  him  and  his  wife  at  Pwll-y-rhalad  ,  one  son,  to  wit, 

Thomas  Hughes*  They  were  obliged  to  leave  t  he  land  so  as  to  give  place 
to  the  brother.  Thomas  Williams,  who  oame  to  his  own  land  to  live*  For 
this  reason  Hugh  Hughes,  bought  a  farm  called  Ty-mawr  Dwyran  and  he 
built  a  beautiful  house  on  it  and  they  live  on  it  comfortably.  Hugh 
Hughes  is  a  neighborly.andi.  generous  man  and  his  wife  is  remarkably 
charitable  among  the  poor  and  she  is  of  superior  piety  fh  her*  circle* 

Catherine, the  oldest  daughter .was  married  to  John  Jones  of  Llan- 
dyfan*  They  lived  in  Beaumaris  for  a  certain  period  of  time*  They  went 
to  a  faro  called  Tyddyn-y-gwynt , Llanforris.  There  were  horn  to  them 
a  son  and  a  daughter,  namely,  William  Jones  and  Margaret*  John  Jones 
died  in  the  midst  of  his  years  and  his  wife  lives  in  comfort  with  her 
eon  and  her  daughter  at  Tyddan-y-gwynt.  John  Jones  was  a  thrifty  nan, 
in  his  calling,  during  the  period  while  he  lived,  and  his  wife  was  of 
the  same  disposition,  and  he  walked  consistently  with  his  position  In 
life  and  without  reproaoh  in  the  world, 

John  Hughes,  the  second  son,  married  a  daughter  of  i /ill  lam  Parrl  of 
Cefnfor.Tregwalohmal*  There  was  horn  to  him  and  his  wife  one  son  and 
they  live  comfortably  at  Cafnfor* 

William  Hughes,  the  third  son,  married  the  daughter  of  william  Small¬ 
wood  of  Garan-fawr .Llanfihangel,  There  were  born  to  him  and  his  ?/if8 
three  or  four  children  and  they  live  In  their  old  home.Tan-y-mynydd 


: 
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Jane, the  second  daughter,  was  married  to  Hugh  Jones, the  son  of  the 
family  of  Tyn-y-coedj:regaiian  v^After  lining  there  a  terff  of  years  he 
sold  the  ©state  and  bought  a  fam  called  Pen-y-bryn,  Bodffordd, 

and  they  live  there  in  comfort •  Hugh  Jones  is  a  leader  in  the  church 
at  Capel  Gad*  Hugh  Jones  is  a  man  of  remarkable  piety  and  this  has 
been  true  throughout  his  life, and  this  is  true  of  his  wife, many  years: 
he  is  the  one  who  is  chosen  to  go  to  all  the  Monthly  Meetings  of  the 
county* 

Mary,  the  third  daughter,  after  being  in  service  at  the  house  of 
Williams  ,Esq*,  at  Craig-y-Don  was  married  to  Charles  Bourne,  and  they 
lived  at  the  Port  (  y  Borth),  where  he  keeps.  tavern.  There  were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  a  son  and  a  daughter*  Bourne  died  in  the  midst  of 
his  days  at  the  Port* 

Griffith  Roberts,  the  fourth  son  of  Robert  Roberts  Lewis,  who  was 
born  to  him  of  his  second  wife  at  liaenhfr,Anglesea,  after  being  in 
service  for  some  time  at  Maes-y-Borth,  married,  married  Elizabeth  Williams 
of  Beaumaris*  There  were  horn  to  him  and  his  wife  two  children:  Thomas, who 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith. vfrh&y  daughter, who  married  in  London 
and  died  in  the  midst  of  her  days*  Griffith  Roberts  and  his  wife 
resided  at  Tarny-Lan,  and  there  they  died,  and  their  dust  rests  in  the 
church  yard  at  Llangeinwen* 

Ann,  the  second  daughter  of  Robert  Roberts  Lewis, who  was  born  to 
him  of  his  second  wife  at  Haenhir.was  married  to  Hugh  Roberts*  They 
lived  for  some  time  in  the  park  of  Plasnewydd  of  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge* 

There  were  born  to  them  two  sons  and.  one  daughter  Thomas,  Robert,  Mary* 

Hugh  Roberts  died  in  the  midst  of  his  days*  His  widow  mobed  to  Bwlch-y- 
Fedwan,  Llangeinwen,  and  was  married  the  second  time  to  William  Lewis* 

There  was  born  to  William  Lewis  and  Ms  wife  a  son,  to  wit, John  Lewis* 

John  Lewis  and  his  wife  died  and  their  dust  rests  in  the  churoh  yard  of 

Llangeinwen*  Thomas  was  a  sailor  until  he  lost  his  eyesight  and  became 
blind.  He  lived  with  with  his  second  wife  at  Llangeinwen *T hey  have  children 
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Robert  also  was  a  sailor  and  he  died  far  from  home^in  the  midst  of 
his  days#  Margaret  was  married  to  W#  Griffiths,  a  contractor  and  they 
live  comfortably  near  T remad oe,Arf on,  They  have  decendants# 

Returning  to  our  original  accounts,  the  ancestors  of  Thomas  Lloyd* 

Jr 

my  grandfather  lived  at  Ogla  yield  (maes  Ogla)#  There  wore  horn  to 
Thomas  Lloyd  by  his  first  wife  three  daughters  and  one  son,  as  we  have 
shown  before#  There  was  kinship  between  the  family  of  Thomas  Lloyd  and 
the  Glyn  family  of  Pen  ilynydd,  Anglesea#  I7e  have  given  an  account  of 
my  mot  her,  Hary,  earlier# 

Jane  Lloyd  was  -married /to  J3wen  Thomas  and  they  went  to  Craig-yr- 
Eithin,Mwhwroh  to  live,  ifo  children  were  born  to  them  and  my  aunt 
died  in  the  year  1812  at  the  above  plaoe.  Owen  Thomas  remarried#  He 
is  deceased  and  his  dust  and  that  of  his  wife  lie  in  the  Hiwbwrch 

X 

ehureh  yard#  Owen  Thomas  was  a  surly/  man  and  difficult  to  manage, 
in  the  morning  of  his  days.  My  aunt  suffered  great  annoyance  on  his 
account  throughout  all  his  days. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  with  his  wife  Mabel  Rolanfe  lived  in  the  "bryns"  or 
the  Bryniau  and  this  was  the  farm  wher^r were  -hornet hethree  daughters 
and  the  son  in  the  Parish  of  lliwbwroh. 

Ami  Lloyd,  the  third  daughter  of  Thomas  Lloyd  was  married  to  Richard 
Hughes,  of  little  Tyn-y-grisiau.Llangeinwen,  and  she  lived  at  that  place 
while  her  husband  lived,  and  after  his  death#  There  were  horn  to  him 
and  Ms  wife  two  sons, Hugh  and  Thomas*  Richard  Hughes  died  in  the 
midst  of  his  days  and  my  aunt  was  married  the  second  time,  but  not 
to  her  comfort  but  rather  to  her  grief.  She  was  married  to  'Villi am 
Williams  of  upper  Uyvrian  and  they  went  to  Cef ti  llavnr  to  live. 

There  was  born  to  her  by  her  second  husband  one  son  and  soon  thereafter 
she  died#  Her  eldest  son, Hugh  Pritchard  lived  at  Tyn-y-grlsiau  for 
several  years.  He  moved  from  there  to  Hlnfordd,Llangaffo  and  one  of 
his  eons  still  lives  there#Kugh  was  married  twice  and  there  were 
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'born  to  ht»  of  his  second  wife  four  or  five  sons#  Some  of  these  live 
at  Bethesda.near  Bangor. in  Arfon*  William  WllliaiLi  her,  a  on  by  her  eeoocd 
husband, live 8  in  Llangaffo*  Thomas.her  second  son.married  in  Aberffraw 
and  died  in  the  midst  of  hie  years*  Hugh  Prichard  was  dilligent  and 
industrious  as  his  wife  was  also, throughout  thoir  lives, while  their 
health  lasted*  It  is  probable  that  their  dust  lies  in  the  Llangaffo 
church  yard—  until  the  trumpet  shall  sound# 

Hugh  Lloyd,  my  uncle,  met  an  accident  in  the  morning  of  his  days, 
owing  to  the  burning  of  the  farmhouse, Tal-y-llyn,  where  he  then  worked* 
He  attempted  imprudently  to  save  the  furniture.and  through  this  act 
he  shortened  his  life  and  died  in  the  following  year • Hugh  Lloyd, in 
his  day, was  a  powerful  and  lively  youth* 

So  return  to  the  original  narrative,  'label  Rolant.my  grandmother 
was  a  slater  of  the  celebrated  religious  eharaot er, John  Hoi ant  of 
Cralg-y-Lithr,Bodafon,  and  later  of  Hafod,Llangvryd  (?)•  Ministers 
used  to  preach  at  his  house  (while  on  a  circuit  for  years* 

There  were  born  to  him  and  his  second  wife,  Jane  Hughes  by  name,  two 
eons  and  six  daughters,  to  wit,  Mary,  Hugh,  Sol  ant  ,Bllin,  Jane,  Margaret, 
Elizabeth  and  Ann*  Mary  was  married  to  John  Thomas,  a  son  from  Llanol 
Farm, near  to  Pant -y-gwyd, and  there  were  horn  to  him  and  his  wife  a 
sen  and  a  daughter,  namely  John  and  Mary*  John  Thomas  *  married  the 
daughter  of  William  Owen  Cofgwyn,Caergybi  and  he  heaps  a  tavern  at 
that  place*  Mary  died  in  the  midst  of  hor  days.  Their  father  and  moth¬ 
er  are  dead  these  many  years  and  their  dust  rests  in  the  parish 
church  yard  {  ymonwant  LI  an  )  • 

(liote  by  E/*B*T*  At  this  point  about  half  a  page  of  the  Welsh  manuscript 
consists  of  what  seems  to  be  a  condensation  of  a  sermon,  based  apparent¬ 
ly  on  Hebrews  3:7.9*  This  aeotion  is  here  omitted  ) 
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(Bote  by  T/.B.T*)*  The  manuscript  follows  at  the  point  following 
the  emitted  extract ,  but  the  connection  of  the  "Hugh  Jones  "mentioned 
does  not  seem  clear*  He  do68  not  seem  to  be  the  Hugh  Jones  mentioned 
on  page  10  of  the  English  copy*  There  seems  to  be  no  evldenoe  of  a 
lost  page.) 

Hugh  Jones,  the  eldest  son*  married  Mary  Evans,  the  widow  of  John 
Hughes  of  Bullhead, Llanerch^y*11'1®^.  There  were  born  to  him  and  his 
wife  five  sons  and  two  daughters,'  to  wit,  John. Hugh, Robert, David, 
an^William;  Mary  and  Margaret*  Hugh  Jones  was  remar fcably  religious 
and  his  wife,  as  well,  throughout  thoir  days*Hugh  Jones  moved  to 
Hafod.with  his  family,to  his  father  and  received  the  third  part  of 
the  land  and  he  built  a  dwelling  house  on  it  .There  ho  and  his 
wife  died. am  their  dudt  rests  in  the  church  yard  og  Ilangwyllog, 
until  the  sounding  of  the  great  trumprt.  Hugh  Jones  was  a  religious 
official  well  known  throughout  Anglesey* 

John, Hugh, William  and  one  sister  live  on  their  father’s  farmjthey 
are  unmarried* 

Mary  Evans  had  two  daughters  born  of  her  firBt  husband, namely 
Mary  and  Grace*  Mary  was  married  to  Hobert  Jones*They  lived  in  Liver¬ 
pool  but  are  now  deceased.  Grace  was  married  to  a  widower, John  Charles 
of  Gwalchmai .There  were  born  to  him  of  Ms  second  marriage  two  sons, 
wit, William  and  David*  (John  Charles  was  a  native  of  Denbigh  a 
son  of  Charles  Balya  (?),who  came  on  a  journey  from  Denbigh.)  The 
son  William  married  but  died  in  the  midst  of  Ms  days.  William 
was  a  preacher*  David  and  Ms  father^  (  ?  grandfather)  at  present 
are  preaching  with  tho  Calvinistio  Methodists  in  Anglesey. 

Robert  Jones,  the  second  son  of  John  Roberts  married  and  built 
a  house  on  a  third  part  of  Hafod  farm  and  he  named  it  Glan-y-Gora. 
There  were  born  to  Mm  and  Ms  wife  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Two  sons  live  at  the  old  homo  and  two  daughters  are  yst  unmarried: 
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/one  lives  in 

America  and  the  married  ones  live  in  Anglesey.  Their  father  and  mother 
have  been  dead  many  years  and  their  dust  rests  in  the  church  yard  of 
Llangwyllo  ( ? ) . 

( Not e ,  T.7 ,  B .  T . ;  at  this  point  a  small  part  of  the  manuscript  has 
been  torn  out  with  some  probable  lost  words.) 

Margaret  was  married  to  Owen  Thomas  of  Sddra . . .  born  to  him  and 

his  wife  one  son,  namely  William  Thomas  ...  born  to  him  and  his  wife  ... 
and  he  tilled  the  third  of  land. 

(Note,  T.Y.  B.  T. :  from  this  point  to  the  end  the  manuscript  is  clear.) 

Thomas  Roberts  of  Maenhir  was  a  responsible  man  and  valuable  to 
the  nation:  he  was  courageous  in  mind.  When  he  was  a  youth  he  met  with 

an  accident  through  carelessness  as  went  out  in  the  evening,  as  was  the  ousts 

of  his  times.  As  he  dropped  himself  from  the  top  of  a  bo undry  wall  ("clawdd" 
when  he  was  near  a  house  in  the  neighborhood,  known  by  the  name  Llanfair- 
yn-y-Cwmwd,  he  bo  rice  his  leg.  (He  had  gone  to  visit  the  object  of  his 
affections.)  A  physician  came  to  him  from  Carnarfon,  who  insisted  on 
amputating  the  leg.  But  he  refused  his  request  and  an  excellent  physician 
was  brought  from  Carnarfon,  Roberts  if  Isallt,  Arfon,  by  name.  He  joined 
the  limb  and  it  was  of  use  to  him  all  his  days.  V/hile  he  was  under  the 
care  of  the  physician  he  became  familiar  with  the  art  of  .setting  bones 
that  were  dislocated;  this  applied  more  particularly  to  animals.  There 
was  scarcely  anyone  who  lived  in  Alglesey  who  was  more  skillful  in  this 

art  than  he,,  in  his  day.  Thomas  Roberts  moved,  at  the  end,  from  Maenhir  to 

Tal-y-Bont  and  there  he  remained  to  the  end.  He  and  his  wife  reached  a 
great  age.  He  died  earlier  than  his  wife.  The  dust  of  both  rests  in  the 
churchyard  of  Llangeinwen. 

(Note,  VI .  3.  T.  :At  this  point  the  manuscript  ends.  There  is  added 
in  the  same  hand  but  in  a  different  ink  the  following  lines.  They  nay 
have  been  preserved  as  a  favorite  thought  of  the  writer,  or  possibly 


-17- 


I”’ 


are  an  unrelated  "memorandum" ,  conveniently  noted  here.  They  are  in 
English, 

Here' rests  the  bodv  of  a  sinner  vase 

(yvU.  “ 

7/ho  had  no  hope  in  electing  grace 

The  love  blood,  like  the  righteous  ness  of  God 

Was  his  sweet  theme  and  this  he  spread  abroad. 


Supplementary  Skefcoh 

(Hoteaw#B#T. ) ;  She  following  part  is  apparently  to  to  regarded  as 
supplementary  to  the  main  writing.  It  is  written  on  different  paper, 
seemingly  with  a  little  more  care; penmanship  is  very  well  done.lt  Is. 
however^  attaohed  to  the  front  of  the  manuscript# 

We  return  to  the  original  story#  Robert  Lewis  Hugh  had  two  sons 
or  more  who  were  horn  to  him  and  hi  a  wife  at  Bryn-y~Colyn,Llandwrog.Arfon, 
to  wit.  Robert  Robert  Lewis,  as  noted  previously*  and  John  Robert  Lewis, 
his  second  son.  and  father  of  the  late  R.Roberts,  the  author  of  the 
Geography,  a  man  to  whom  some  remarkable  quaint  lea  appertained#  John  R# 

Lewis  learned  three  languages,  namely,  th  e  Welsh,  the  English,  and  the 
Latin#  He  was  an  astronomer,  an  almanac  maker#  and  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel, having  connection  with  the  Independents#  In  the  morning  of  hi  a  days 
he  came  to  Caergybi  to  live#  In  his  youth  he  used  to  repair  clocks#  At  this 
time  he  married  and  there  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  three  sons  and  three 
daughters, Robert,  and  Lewis, and  Owen  Roberts#  R.Roberts  [the  son,v7.B.T.*3 
kept  a  school  at  Pent r aet h, C apel  Glas-yn-fryn,Liahbeder-goch.  and  also 
at  Hyn,Arfon*  and  from  there  he  went  to  London  as  a  master  in  an 
Aoadacy#  About  the  year  1802  he  returned  to  Caergybi.  and  established 
or  started  there  an  excellent  school——  for  several  years. The  re.  he  married 
the  daughter  from  th©  farm  of  T re fengan, Caergybi.  There  were  born  to  him 
and  his  wife  several  sons  and  daughters#  He  was  an  almanac  makers.  as 
hie  father  was#  R.Roberts  was  a  man  of  excellent  learning  and  was 
approved  in  his  community,  as  his  father  was—  he  was  almost  more 
so  than  his  father  was#  He  did  not  refrain  from  strong  drink  and  he 
failed  in  self-respect  and  in  the  respect  of  his  neighbors;  he  neglected 
his  religious  duties  and  his  crown  of  honor  fell  from  off 
his  head  *  He  declined  to  a  point  of  being  of  no  comfort  to 
himself  and  to  all  others  around  hlsuEis  wife  died  and  he 


' 
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married  the  eeoond  time  but  he  did  not  attain  to  much  happiness 
after  this  date*  He  died  in  the  year  1056  at  the  age  of  fifty-four* 
without  reaching  advanced  years.  His  dust  and  that  of  his  first  wife 
rest  in  the  churoh  yard  at  Llangybi* 

lewis  Roberts.the  eeoond  son  of  John  Robert  Lewis  is  married.Ee 
is  overseer  and  toll-keeper  of  the  Harkot  of  Caergybi. Anglesey.  It  is 
probable  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  be  watohfnl  lest  strong  drink 
might  overcome  him  in  the  position  whioh  he  holds. 

Owen  Roberts, the  third  son  of  John  Robert  Lewis  was  also  a  master 
In  a  school  in  London,  and  in  Llangefni  and  in  Caergybi.Owen  Roberts 
is  a  learned  man  a£d  of  excellent  i  nt  oil  i  gene  a,  like  his  brother  and 
he  walks  worthy  of  his  vocation  and  ho  is  devout.  He  is  master  of  the 
school  at  Rhosgolyn.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1792  and  he  is  now 
of  age. 

We  have  almost  none  of  the  history  of  the  wife  of  John  Robert 
Iw&is  or  of  his  three  d aught ers.aave  only  that  they  lived  in 
Caergybi*or  have  lived  there*— unmarried—  and  some  of  them  are  dead. 


20- 


' 


A  Sketch  of  John  Roberts 


The  sketch  which  follows  Is  a  translation  of  the  article, with 
the  above  title  which  appears  in  "Gwyddoniadur  Cymrelg"  Vol.IX, 
page  48s  (The  Welsh  Cyclopedia” ) Published  by  Thomae  Gee  and  Sonf 
Denbigh,  (this  volume ) ,1894,  Sketch  translated  by  wru  B .Thomas, 

I-ot a  by  \7,B.?,s  The  above  John  Roberts  is  the  sane  man  who  is 
merit  1  nod  in  ulic-  'wgIsa  oanusoript,  on  page  1  of  the  translation, 
and  more  fully  on  page  15.  At  that  point  ho  is  called  by  tho  name 
"John  Robert  Lewis”  •  It  will  be  noted  that  both  the  manuscript  and 
the  present  sketch  take  John  Robort  Lewis  back  to  his  fat  her  .Robert 
Lewis,  who  may  have  been  born  somewhere  about  1700. 

Roberts,  John  .  He  was  known  commonly  by  the  name  "SionRoberfc 

Lewis,"  He  was  the ” Almanac iwr  Caergybi"  fThe  Altianao  Maker  of  Csergybi.") 

He  became  very  well  known, chiefly  because  of  his  almanacs; and  alBO 

on  account  of  his  lectubrs  on  astronomy, which  he  delivered  in  many 

/ 

of  the  towns  of  the  count  ry;aso  through  other  books  which  he  wrote, 

The  name  of  his  father  was  Robert  Lewis ;but  according  to  the  custom 

(A 

of  the  oountry  at  that  time  he  {_  th.eM  Alcoa  mo  Maker,£.B.T.3  was  called 

~  "T  '* 

Sion '■'Rhobert  ( John  Roberts)  * 

- 

He  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Llanaelhairn, Caernarfonshire, in  the 
year  1731,  Once  having  heard  Howel  Harris  preach, lie  decided  to  go  to 

*4. 

f refecca  to  unite  himself  with  the  eooioty  which  had  been  fotmed 
by  Harris  and  to  be  a  member  thereof  while  he  lived.  But  for  some 
reason  he  returned  within  a  few  weeks.  On  his  return  to  LLanhaiarn, 
he  united  witjt  the  Calvanistio  Methodists, who  met  in  a  dwelling  house 
at  this  place, as:  he  was  considered  more  knowing  than  any  one  else 
there, unimpeachable  and  aseidious  in  Ms  conduct, he  was  urged  to 
begin  to  exhort  in  public; and  this  he  consented. 

Although  he  never  became  a  preacher  in  regular  standing, ho  preached 
not  a  little,  and  this  principally  against  tho  vain  superstitions 
of  the  age.  After  some  years  Ms  mind  became  more  unsectarnin  and 
he  gave  up  his  member  sMp  with  the  Methodists, with  the  intent  of 


. 


■ 
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having  friendly  relations  with  all  sects  alike •Booanse  of  some  impairment 
of  health  whioh  prevented  hia  following  Ms  oalling,he  began  to  keep 
a  school;  hut  because  ho  did  this  without  a  license, he  was  summoned  to 
the  court  at  Bangor  .On  this  occasion  he  had  a  long  converstaion  with 
the  hiahop«Aaong  other  things,  the  bishop  asked  him,  "At  what  plaoe  were 
yon  when  yon  learned  astronomy?  He  answered  in  the  virile  English 

&tr 

which  he  nsed,"On  the  hills  ^Clynog.my  lord  Bishop, while  I  watched 
my  father’s  sheep  and  searched  for  them  when  they  wont  astray"# 

The  bishop  acted  genoronsly  toward  Mm,  and;  when  he  had  paid  the 
required  sum  he  was  set  free#  In  addition  to  attempting  to  teach  Ms 
nation  by  preaching  and  keeping  school,  he  undertook  to  do  this  also 
through  the  press, He  was  skilled  in  literature  and  was  also  a  poet# 
fhe  firstaljsanao  which  ha  published  appeared  in  1760, when  he  was  29 
years  old# 

He  continued  to  publish  ono  every  year  until  1604— -  a  period  of  44 
years#  He  sold  between  fifteen  and  twonty  thousand  copies  annually# 

Thera  were  several" almanac  makersnearlier  in  the  field  that  John 
Boberta:  as, Thomas  Jone3,John  Jones, John  Prya.John  Cain  Jones, John 
Bhydderoh,  and  others#  The  majority  of  these  were  a  kind  of  pseudo- 
astronomers,  and  they  abuseed  one  another  fieroely.at  times, in  their 
annual  prefaoos.Thoy  charged  Ignoranoe  and  plagarism  against  one 
amother,and  this,often,in  base  terms#  But  when  the  "Astronomer  of 
Caergybi"  came  into  the  field,their  wrangling  immediately  ceased, for 
it  was  admitted  that  John  Roberts  excelled  them  all#The  name  of 
"John  Hoberts,Caer^bi", shortly  became  a  household  word  throughout 
Waleasand  it  is  said  that  his  alma naos  were  remarkably  accurate  in 
the  matters  of  moon-changes  and  of  noil  id  ays#  His  accuracy  was  one 
of  the  elements  of  Ms  success# 

There  was  a  heavy  tax  on  all  aliumaos  wMch  were  printed  in  this 
island  at  that  time#  For  this  reason  the  almanacs  were  printed  in 
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Dublin*  because  there  was  no  tax  at  all  on  those  that  were  printed 
in  the  Green  Isle*  The  work  was  done  there  until  1830—  when  the  tax 
law  was  rescinded* 

The  first  booh  published  by  John  Roberts  was  a  hymn  book* '.Then 
the  eminent  old  preachers  went  on  their  preaching  Journeys  through  iVales, 
and  when  religious  exultation  was  common,  the  old  devout  people  were 
fond  of  expressing  their  emotions  in  hymns.lt  was  possibly  in  order  to 

-A-  . 

add  to  the  stock  of  such  Bongs  that  John  Robert  Lewis  composed  and 
collected  the  hymn-book  named  above*  Its  title  was: "Some  Hymns. compiled 
for  the  encouraging  and  consolation  of  the  family  of  2ion"ete* Printed 
at  Modedran*Angle8ey,hy  John  Rowland  for  Richard  Jones  and  John  Roberts, 

It  ls-toppos^  that  the  above  works  was  published  about  1760.2 he  printing 
Of  the  book  was  exceedingly  faulty *2 here  is  an  "advert isenent*'  or  notice 
at  the  end  to  the  effect -"there  ie  about  to  appear  a  book  (  if  God  permits 

s 

and  there  is  an  opening  of  many  hearts  to  aid  the  work)#  the  "Converted 
Singers s having  added  thereto,the  two  sermons  of  Thomas  Seppar&,of 
Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge,  previously  not  translated  ".Poll  owing  this 
the  Contentsa  are  given  in  full, with  the  Covenants, with  the  olose,”your 
Servant, John  Roberts, of  the  Parish  of  Caer  Gybi, Anglesey* Payments  may 
be  made  to  me  and  to  Evan  Ellis, Seller  of  Books  wherever  is  found  one 
who  sings*"  It  is  almost  certain  that  this  book  was  intended  as  a 
second  publication  of  the  one  published  in  1657. known  by  the  title, 

"The  True  Convert, Revealing  the  Small  Humber  of  those  who  are  True 
Believers,  and  the  Great  Difficulty  in  the  Way  of  True  Conversion*" 

The  next  book  of  John  Roberts, which  was  published  hy  John  Rowland 
after  Ms  removal  to  Bala  was,  "A  Short  Tract, which  discloses 
%hat  the  hew  Birth  is,  together  with  a  serious  encouragement  to  seek  it* 
Translated  into  the  Welsh  for  the  profit  of  the  I7elsh  People*"  The  next 
work  which  he  published  was  "The  Christian  Mirrfcr.or  Saving  Pa  1th  explainer 
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toy  Conversations,  eto.  This  was  published  in  Dublin*  After  this, we  find 
that  John  Roberta  published  othern  hymn  books,  an  Arithmetic, acooring 
to  an  easy  and  Clear  Plan,  eto*:  a  scripture  Word  Book*  To  him  also  is 
asoritoed  the  authorship  of  the  Songs  of  the  Dwellers  in  the  Dust, or 
Brians  and  Songs  of  the  Redeemed  from  the  Land  of  Lgypt  to  the  Pew 
Jerusalem*  One  of  his  latest  works  was  "The  Free  Aoademyn,whioh  appeared 
about  the  year  1738* 

John  Roberts  died  September  19,1806,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five* 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

***********>*£*★** 

Robert  Roberts  Caergybi, 

This, also, is  a  translation  of  the  artiole  which  follows  the  above, 
in  the  Welsh  Cyclopedia*  See,  also,  the  translation  of  the  tlanusoript  • 

Roberta,  Robert^Caergybl,  He  also  was  an  almanac  maker,  son  of  the 
proceeding*  His  almanaos  were  remarkably  popular  for  many  years, after 
the  death  of  his  father*  He  also  lectured  on  astronomy, as  his  fa  her  had 
done* 

He  died  August  2,  1836,  at  the  age  of  fifty  eight  years* 


■ 


MR#  DAVID  J.  DAVIES,  LIME  SPRINGS,  IOWA 


This  entire  "Biography’1  was  translated  from  the 
Welsh  by  .Yilliam  B#  Thomas,  of  Jamestown  College, 

Jamestown,  N.  Dak.,  about  January  1,  1935.  The  *  * 

original  is  found  in  the  magazine,  "Y  Cyfaill" , 

Of  May,  June,  and  July,  1893.  The  author  was  ,  rnr  ' 

Dr.  Daniel  Williams,  of  Bancroft,  Iowa  (at  that  /c 

date) • 


( 
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m*  davij  j*  j.:u  urn*  ia~u* 

David  J*  Davies  was  born  in  tho  parish  of  ^ngriotiolus,  n.1- 
osay ,  ttaroh  31,  1114.  Hia  parents  were  John  and  3a  tho  rise  oavioc* 

Jinco  ->avid  waj  tho  oldest  of  nine  children  while  hi  a  father  received 
but  3lx-penoe  a  day  a  a  wa  'j  it  become  necooocuy  for  tho  bay  to  turn 
out  to  nor!-:  for  far  :ero  of  tho  neighborhood  whon  ho  na.  yot  quite 
young#  af  tor  3 one  few  years  his  nano  was  give n  to  tho  1  pardon1  of 
tho  pariah 9  who  happened  to  be  looking  for  a  oy  to  holy  in,  aa 
ono  v7*io  \?as  ca  ofui  and  induotriouo#  To  was  led  in  this  manner  to  a 
plaeo  which  m3  quite  to  his  advantage  in  mny  senses*  ~e  hod  received 
excellent  counsel  fron  hie  parents 9  ho  was  accustomed  to  at tontine  tho 
Aicday  school  sine©  he  was  a  small  child,  uo  was  by  this  tine  beginning 
to  delight  in  reading,  and  in  tho  par  on* s  houae  he  found  a  ylaco 
which  was  of  groat  helpfulness  in  this  direction*  Ho  had  before  this 
date,  it  ia  probable,  received  in  his  .mind  religious  iaproaoiona  which 
were  euito  intense*  Hi  a  sister*  tells  how,  at  one  tiae,  ho  had  an  alarm¬ 
ing  dream  in  which  it  seemed  that  the  any  of  Jud/aont  had  cone,  and  he 
found  himself  urder  some  certain  tree  in  great  terror*  Hie  daughter 


relates  how  ho  remained  at  homo,  one  Junday,  to  read,  instead  of  go¬ 
ing  to  school,  and  it  happened  that  he  too:  apart  a  watch  ho  owned  — 
which  was  not  running  well  —  and  he  failed  to  restore  its  sorts,  and 
3oao  thought  3 1 rush  into  his  mind  that  ha~  broken  the  -abbath,  which 
proved  as  a  fire  in  his  boson  for  a  long  period*  Ho  co<rar?d  mother 
watch  and  this  stopped  also*  Hio  -onsoienoo  was  smitten  again,  and  on 
ono  occasion  ho  was  forced  to  go  over  to  otono  fence  into  the  field 
and  on  hio  '..noos  to  pray  for  forgive  no  jo  for  -  1j  sins* 


1}  ’’David  Jo  no  j  of 
possibly  okaying  t.;o  sh 

?,l  i  »-»«*  *  on  J  a  e».i 


the  Indiana'** 

-jaO  01  ’ 


*  literal  .translation,  it 
indie.. '-Od  oisswiioro  ,  nXn_ian 


■ 
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(3) 

During  this  period  when  ho  was  at  the  parson’s  ho  nut  only  road 
Vielsh  and  Inglioh  ha  itu .illy  but  he  tools  upon  hinoolf  in  oarr.ost  the 


study  of  Latin,  Jrool:  and  hobrewl  It  is  also  probablo  that  it 


CYJ 


during  this  tine  that  ho  boron  to  pay  oopeeial  ttontion  to  aatronoay 
and  na^o  hi  self  familiar  with  sono  of  the  ola  bard3  of  <alco#  -41- 
other  pariah  price tt  Isaac  Jones  by  name,  tools  particular  intercut  in 
hinf  and  urged  bin  to  unite  with  the  Church  of  .lowland  and  to  begin 
a  oystocutio  course  of  education#  Hut  he  ooula  not  briar  &i3  nind  to 
thinl:  of  leaving  tho  Salvinistio  I'etholiot  char  oh  and  by  this  tine  hr 
had  begun  to  see  a  good  <ioal  of  tho  weakness  of  tho  old  state  church# 
Still,  throughout  hio  life  he  oontinuod  to  foci  an  affection  for  this 
parson#  l‘e  ronardod,  ‘’Hot  nary  non  of  that  .generation  would  have  tahon 
notice  of  a  poor  lad  and  have  given  him  no  crioh  help  as  Isaac  Jonos 
gavo  mo # 11  It  will  e  soon  fren  those  things  that  he  was  a  young  nan 
given  to  reading,  though  -  ful^and  soriou3#  hi  3  sistox*,  who  still  lives 
mar  his  old  homo  in  Anglesey  has  a  sun-dial  constructed  of  atone, 
which  ho  nado  with  hie  own  hand#  On  it  13  hio  nano,  the  year,  and  the 
following  oouplot ,  engraved  on  the  odgo#— 

DaVID  JXldd#  1Q4J 


/Lv-€<T 
n  s. 


t-<-  j  <?e 


Li  ho  tho  shadow  of  tho  sun's  daily  progress 
lo  tho  brief  duration  of  can’s  life#** 


? 


CaV  a/ 


onoti  0  during  these  years  tho  parson  waj  given  tho  curate ship 
of  tho  parish  of  J4amddoiniolon,  in  Arfon,  and  David  Jonoc  (for  it 
was  thus  ho  0  •  lied  hiruelf  at  t  \at  time  according  to  the  old  olsh  era  - 
ton)  followed  him  thoro  a  d  obtained  nor>  in  the  a La to -quarry  at  blan* 
boris#  it  was  tdorQ,  when  ho  wu ;  about  twonty-sovon  years  of  ago  that 
ho  unite  I  with  the  church  at  the  chapel  at  Cofnywaen#  0  find  nothing 
in  hio  movements  during  some  yearn  differs  t  freu  the  progress  of 
other  diligent  ai.a  pious  young  ;cn  ^f  that  ago  and  in  those  com-Tinitioe# 


. 


5 1  . 


■ 


(3# 


He  was  thrown  out  of*  work  on  one  093  ^slon,  ana  fr  a  time  he  was  in 
ITerthyr  Tydfil •  In  1044  he  ana  throQ-hunorod  other  men  were  left  with¬ 
out  work*  .gain  ho  170 nt  to  erthyr,  t?ut  ho  returned  to  north  Wales 
at  ones  and  tools:  jhio  to  *=Qorisa  in  4igust,  1044*  ^fter  arriving 
in  tho  -Tr.itei  f tales,  ho  remained  for  some  time  in  haoine,  wlsoonoin, 
■and  thon  for  throe  yoar3  he  iivod  at  3oioitj  after  this  ho  purehanod 


land  in  tho  ^rooeiiron  coishborhook  in  a’iscomQin* 

On  April  02 ,  1040,  ho  was  united  in  marriage  to  G toon  iioborto,  a 
ai3tor  of  t ho  1  to  tiev*  Thomas  H*  Robert 3  and  of  the  mother  of  the 
writer  of  tho  present  sketch*  ter  seme  year  a  t;o  children  had  boon 
born  to  them  tho  e  wore  both  t  on  sick  and  they  died  within  a  ew 
day 3  of  each  other*  Thi  j  eouno  the  occasion  of  tur- ing  tho  thoughts 

j 

of  tho  grieving  parents  to  work  that  had  been  a  subject  of  a  >ujiue ration 


with  t hen  previous  to  this  for  some  years,  namely  tho  mission  fiold# 
The  into  root  w  i  oh  havid  Jones  tool:  in  missions  be  ran  -hen  the  well* 
known  Janoa  dlllians,  the  missionary  from  Britt  ay  ham  visited  at 
Llanberio*  ^or  ooae  days  s-avid  had  been  in  his  company,  and  with  bin 
ho  wont  to  the  to.)  of  Bount  Jnowdon*  His  wife,  Gwen,  also  had  boon 
thinking  seriously  of  missionary  work  before  leaving  <ales*  Bdw  QGr_ 


ious  grief  ooieo  to  burden  their  hearts  more  than  anything  they  xiad  over 
ox  per  ion  cod  before*  Their  hnnso  ore  now  comparatively  free,  is  a  aoor 


io  000 nod  to  thorns  the  Bros  by  tor  ion  denomination  was  in  need  of  teach¬ 
ers  to  labor  among  the  r&isna  in  Nebraska*  They  offered  themselves 

for  the  work  and  wore  accepted  by  tiro  Board* 

►  1 
j 

In  the  friend  for  August,  1C^3,  nay  bo  found  tho  report  of  tho 
Quarterly  mooting  of  tho  Calvlniotio  :  bthodlata  for  tho  northern  .;is- 


2)  "If  Cyfaill 7  -  published  at  rtioa,  ew  fork  by  tho  Calvin  io  tie 
tlethoiioto  but  now  aiscoatinueu  -,t  the  o.:a  of  190*3* 

3)  Calvinlstio  'o  tt  iOdi  0  to— later  tho  1«oi  jix  brooby  tori  n7  2: :  7  rah 
in  the  ’kilted  bates* 


■  4 


(4) 

* 

4 

oor.jln  district,  which  wa3  hold  in  the  hrooc  iron  ohuroh,  fared  9, 

10,  11,  xc«~  3#  .*ccnc  other  natters  tho  following  are  fsund  ia  the 
niautooi  *?Qn  a#n# ,  officers’  nicotine#  Conversation  with  tho  brota- 
orn,  faciei  Howlands  a*  d  John  *ivan3  of  uoloh  rririe,  nu  Uics.  ra 
Davioo,  of  ’ire  diver,  ao  eandi&atoa  for  tho  ninistry#  *lso,  conver¬ 
sation  with  and  acceptance  of  Hebert  Hughes,  of  'orfca  o  Prairie,  ao  a 
ohuroh  officer# " 

"Two  p#n#  Conversation  with  a  brother  am  sister  who  offered 
thosooivee  for  earl*  in  the  nic3ian  field#  The  zv  rneo  of  tho  aiocionarios 
woro  T#  Da/id  Jonoo  and  fra#  Owen  Jones#  ’!r#  David  Jones  hua  boon 


with  uj  at  all  the  aeetif'sai  but  at  2  o’clock  hlo  wife  acee  manioa  hio, 
toyoth  ?r  with  their  oriy  child#  It  is  true  that  the*/  wore  a  no  vt  tholr 
friends,  but  y  et  everybody  ron-rdou  than  eu  if  -  taey  had  nev^r  .oon 


thoa  before,  j-  vVid  Jonoo  one  roc  nod  hie  feel  in  ;c  in  our  mcasnoe  some- 
what  in  the  folio  ;1r£  nuuacr  J  ’That  to  m  oo-o  rood  in  tho  ho  at  boa 
worl  *  hua  ooan  on  hi  ,  wind  oven  a#.:  to  Childhood,  arki  that  ho  had 
striven  ..nu  labored  such  toward  this  ond#  (our  brotaor  had  rai.ne  * 
in  de.ptri  thrown  hi  j  f  it  a  fairs  os  in  the  atu-y  of  t'.nmoo#j  ho 
confessed  th  it  this  aabitio  :  had  died  down  uch  in  hio  broc-ut  since 


the 


«•> 


inning,  and  that  fciio  uorjt  tin  he  had  boon  guilty  of  was  th.t 


ho  had  ,-t  enoxira  od  t  o  -roa  >tin.m  he  had  received#  Hut  at  moment 
he  vdo  o%  coca  in  ly  ea^or  for  the  work,  a  d  bio  .sod  tho  nord  th  t  ho 
ha  a  obt  iced  his  .iroo  am  this  with  an  inqnirinr;  wori&omnnt, 

Cano  th i -  to  oo?’*#  e  jri.t  th  .t  if  he  ni  ft  ecoivo  all  tho  h. ru.r 
arm  sold  in  tho  world,  th  V  he  would  roar,  then  all  ao  but  a  harmful 
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our  brother  and  3ijtor  than  they  iould  manifest |  tho  offset  -  f  wh  t 
thoy  oaid  :>rov  d  this*  everybody  wondered  m  they  oaw  tae^o  two  -/no 
had  not,  with  a  cannon  spirit*  a  a  if  thoy  wore  ono  soul  in  two  eerooidj. 
Tho  coetl^c  o.aaondol  tho  two  to  the  nisei  onary  dociety  of  tho  ^rea* 
bytorlan  Church  by  a  letter  of  raojaroomati on,  Tho  two  intend  to 
labor  with  tho  nldslonarios  who  arc  among  triboo  of  Indians  known  as 


tho  43 aha o  and  wttooo*  located  on  tho  Dlatte  river* 

J*  U *  Daniel  *  Cl ork *  " 

In  oonooqnonoo  of  tho  akovo  notion,  forty  yoara  a  o  this  opring* 
(lODC)  David  Joxsa  and  hi  3  anal!  family  started  across  trie  country  to¬ 
ward  tho  territory  of  Iiebraa£a*  in  as  effort  to  to  .oh  the  Indian  triboj; 
and  ho  was  i:no ran  from  this  time  on  to  honor od3  in  tho  ~tato  of  -  iso on- 
sin  as-  '’David  Jo  no  3  of  the  Indians"* 

0 

A  letter  fro  i  David  Joneo  {The  Indian  lliosionary)  to  hl3  Sitter 
in  halos* 


l*y  dear  Dister- 

Ae  I  attempt  to  send  you  tho  following  linos*  I 
have  only  tho  hope  that  you  a  no  alive  and  wail*  and  that  when  t  is 
groat lag  roaohoo  y  u*  your  huiband  and  children  In  ay  native  eiiae* 
you  7*111  bo  otill  so— you  whoa  l  shall  doubtlooa  never  eeo  ag~in* 

Many  a  any  has  dawned  ainao  X  1  ;ot  sent  you  wor.j  and  there  will  bo  r,.ny 
yet  bo  f  oi*e  wo  shall  again  neet*  often  ioei  ay  a  led  follow  tho  vales 
of  dnglasoyj  ana  I  ove  one  :oena  from  tic  point  of  view*  and  another 
from  3-mo  other  place*  ae  if  they  war*  irocent  before  ny  oyoo*  "xit 
while  I  aim  in  tho  aiaet  of  on  art  lining  nyoeif  thus,  Li.  e  a  dor. a 
cloud  between  no  and  tne  hayrr  see ne  there  o.nes  ref  Lectio**.  on  the 
shortness  of  man* 3  life*  the  certainty  of  ;oath  ar4  the  uncertainty 


)5  -eo  footnote  1* 
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n- 


of  tine* 


() 

ihoro  ij  he  *jfioa  i  caw  in  this  house  and  that?  «hero  are 
those  I  behold,  in  abundance  and  eenfort  and  dignity,  ana  thosel  saw 
in  sorrow  ,  or  o-verty,  ox*  nuf faring  oyoro osion?  "They  lie  dawn  ulihe 
in  the  duat,  and  tho  wo  ran  cover  thcaj  the  ar  il  ana  groat  are  tho  10 1 
and  the  servant  is  free  froti  hia  Quotoi*#'1 

1  haa  tho*ight  to  write  to  you  jo on  after  i  hoard  of  the  death  of 
our  j.c-1?  raothorj  tn.it  tiao  sussed  and  t>;/  now  here  ia  another  ooeurreueo, 
tho  death  of  our  beloved  sister  Jane*  it  Ij  a  oorioua  roaindor  to 

evo.;y  one  of  uo  ho  is  loft  to  bo  rossy*  **•• . •  •« 

I  an  four  or  five  hundred  silos  froa  then,  who  are  in  ^ioeonsin, 
but  I  hear  from  then  cuite  frequently*  i  wrote  you  three  or  four 
years  ago,  but  I  do  not  /now  whether  you  received  the  letter  or  not: 
in  it  there  was  a  cool  portrait  of  oco  of  the  -irserioun  Indians,  that 
is  to  ary  ,  the  ori-inal  inhabitants,  the  jo  who  dwelt  in  the  land  be* 
fore  the  white  seen  ov^r  saw  it*  You  a:a  a.;ar  that  it  ij  anong 
these  sooylo  we  have  lived  for  about  five  years  now*  .o  e  i  e  here  un¬ 
der  the  a -no  of  assisting  hiaoloraries,  to  halo  in  the  ?h— lOtiing  Oi  U 
tribe  of  Indiana  hno/n  ao  the  Ungual  there  in  so  doubt  that  th.ey  need 
toaohln  5  but  they,  wretched  sooyie,  lil:o  -11  others  without  education, 
are  very  far  fron  any  assrooiation  of  touching,  either  religious  or 
moral m  1  *a  their  fathers  did,  ;;o  do  they,  to  tMj  very  day** 

It  is  >0 a sidle  that  you  .sow  but  little  of  tao  history  of  the 
morion  In  liana,  nor  oan  1,  through  tao  nodlua  of  a  letter,  give 
you  -anyth in*’,  oxoo ot  a  little  of  their  story*  hut  cut  i  said,  they 
wore  the  aboriyinios,  and  they  vvo_e  called  **IndI  ma*  by  Qolunbua,  t/c 
discoverer,  *  usance  ho  suioajod  ta  \t  merioa  *r.s  the  o  a  ..torn  •>  -rt  of 
India*  morioa,  it  that  tine,  u  well  inhabited,  osyoei  illy  tho 
southern  part  of  it*  I ho  inh  *1 tan to  were  all  in  their  j.  -an  oon^ition, 
though  they  did  not  worJiiy  rods  a  -0  ty  their  own  h  ?^o*  fhay  h  d  a 


(7) 


epee loo  of  :  nowlodge  of  t ho  true  God*  whoa  they  recognized  and  wor¬ 
shipped  in  various  ways  in  accordance  with  thoir  own  inaginlnga*  to 
which  they  cling  to  this  day* 

The  Spaniards  put  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  part  to  death  by 
thoir  warfare*  in  order  that  they  ni^it  beo.no  poaoescod  of  their 
gold  and  silver,  and  the  so  they  had  in  abundance*  vhon  the  dnglloh 
bosun  to  ooeu>y  those  northern  par  to*  they  were  not  half  so  blood¬ 


thirsty*  For  a  Ions  ti.no  they  lived  in  comparative  poaoo#  But  as 
they  too  Increased  they  desired  acre  land*  though  they  had  a  hundred 
tin©3  noro  than  oithor  sire  needed*  strife*  however*  arose;  the 
Indians  were  pushed  on  toward  the  west;  thoir  land  was  occupied  by 


strangers  and  one  portion  of  tho  people  after  another  was  novcd  from 
its  rutive  soil*  They  were  defrauded  in  every  earner  a?id  in  all 
seo lions*  shon  it  was  aeoirod  to  aocuiro  noro  land*  thoir  chiefs  were 
flattered  and  bribed,  and  node  drunken  until  thoir  consent  was  obtained 
to  jo 11  thoir  lands,  and  then  the  pooplo  wore  moved  on  toward  the 
wo 3 1 *  whore  they  dwelt  in  constant  w  j?*  on  the  one  h  aid*  with  thoir 
broth  K*cn  who  lived  yet  farther  west*  or  on  the  other  h_jsd*  suffered 
greater  dostraotlon  boo  use  of  the  write  men  ho  Lived  near  t  iea  for 
the  -astro  of  carrying  , on  trnse,  a*  d  those  often  paid  with  rua  and 
whiskey  for  what  they  had  bought  from  the  Indians*  For  one  cause 
and  another,  there  fore  *  a  great  number  if  thou  have  boon  removed  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  ana  there  is  but  a  record  of  them  in  books  and 
through  the  f-u  rauaino  of  taen  that  re  d-ur  out  of  the  earth  now  ara 
then  in  various  loo  litioo* 

The  tribes  which  arc  founu  in  the  conn' aim  between  us  and  Cal¬ 
ifornia  and  oro^on  arc  ah  they  were  fo -r.ee  r  Ly  cs  r1  r.*o  their  usage  a 
ana  cue  teas;  but  tho  e  who  dwell  a  ijaco-t  to  the  inhabited  country 
have  loot  .  ny  of  the  ao  *  nr  d  have  loarnou,  instcaa*  the  evil  a  is  tone 
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Of  trio  WhitO  nSR,  With  but  VJX*I7  litUO  sf  ‘‘is  •  VOd  vf'.GJ* 

fchu3,  ell  things  ooQsidorod,  in  a  situ'  lion  lr.oot  hopolcos  lo.-u.iuc 

toward  aoeomll  *hinr  anythin, -  for  their  brt.tomont,  aru  no  a  ration 

slf 

they  ore  rap illy  V  niahing  from  the  f  co  cf  the  o  rth,  thouff?  souq 
triboo  which  have  boon  civilised  ant  Christianised  are  yrowinc  and 
ir  or  osiny  lil:a  other  nations*  The  civilinou  ones  live  in'  house o 
and  till  t*  o  soil;  those  that  tire  uncivilised,  s.  the  unahaa  subsist 
by  wh-  t  they  t  he  by  hunting,  and  they  an  o  lento  of  oleine  in  «fri*h 
to  a?eli*  T’ntil  a  fou  year  3  o/'O  the  Cm&hoo  had  no  note  rial  for 
Olothin”  except  buffalo  hide a,  but  non  they  clothe  taennelvos  in 
blanhoto,  since  they  have  hilled  off  almost  all  of  the  buffaloes# 

About  four  yeara  ayo  they  sola  their  l  rUo  to  the  govern sent  -  a 
territory  Vr  Ish  oTtemed  about  500  ailoe  in  one  ..traction  ana  a.  out 
100  in  the  other*  The  price  for  which  they  ool^  was  about  five- 
pence  per  acre,  and  t.-;0  Iona  .*00a  for  the  cuut  ?  rtj  yea,  excellent, 
oonp&sed  V7ith  the  Land  In  &loo#  Yearly  they  .rooeive  their  >  y,  at 
the  rate  of  39  suah  annually,  -.r*i  this  continues  for  fjrty  ye  •  ra,  and 
then  ceases#  "hoy  retained  for  ticnselvoo  uonowfcat  above  500,000 
acres,  upon  which  they  now  dwell*  The  Liyhoot  price  for  which  the 
cover  me  at  sc  bis  this  to  any  one  who  choo-so  to  buy  id  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre  —  about  five-shillin m,  six  poaoe  of  3ribi„h 
money#  You  see,  therefore,  tint  it  is  easier  for  a  >3  ox*  sun  to 
acquire  a  farm  hero  th  n  on  the  ban: 3  of  e  ai  J traits# 
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:o  ohoje  to  call  her  by 


;!u rh,  and  tho  am~fctor  13  called  'laudia# 
fail  none  out  of  ro  _>oot  to  Claudia  *  or  Cwladua,  who  lived  about 
1300  yo ara  ara,  who,  i  yo  history,  waa  taken  au  a  prisoner  t;  Homo, 
and  ihoro  hear!  tho  ore  ohirg  of  Paul  and  v;ao  converted;  am  after 

i 

cho  was  so t  free ,  ir.d  her  family ,  nhe  bee: no  tho  :ioana  of  carry Ing 
tho  £03pol  to  hor  nation,  that  is  to  my,  our  own  ancestors#  '1/  hopo 

v  » 

and  do sir©  is  that  our  Claudia  aay,  if  aha  lire 3 #  be  Like  hor,  a 
ndans  to  a  siailar  end,  to  those  who  yet  dwell  in  tho  dark  places  of 
tho  earth#  I  hive  had  word  Cron  our  brother  Owen,  a to#  ##••••• 

It  is  possible  that  m  oh  11  uot  bo  in  t;is  ;lao3  long,  tho  re* 

.  \ 

fora,  diroot  your  next  letter  to  tho  oar©  of  swee,  thuss  Owen  «T* 
Davis,  Unclnc,  si soon si n# 

affectionately,  your  brother, 

■  -  i 

%  \ 

David# 


Tho  subject  of  our  sketch  continue;  as  a  sisal onary  onoeg  tho 
Indians  hbont  so  van  years#  -v3  wo  noted,  ho  'went  to  Nebraska  torr* 
ifcory  in  13D3,  and  returned  in  ISCQ#  There  was  o  >  . also; able  oxpoct- 
anoy  quo ng  tho  re  la  Ives  in  tho  \r03cai ron  neigh  orhooi  looking 
ward  his  return  and  that  of  tho  rurally#  There  were  three  things 
that  his  fatI\or~in-law  ••  tho  rather  urruual  Aj.rh  Uoborto  —  desired 
before  his  death*  a  rovival  of  religion,  the  freeing  of  tho  slaves, 
and  the  return  of  Cuvia  and  Cnon  froa  tea  Indians $  and  ho  had  his 
desires#  !i  Children  returned  in  IcOs,  tho  re  was  suite  a  powerful 
awakening  in  religion  that  your,  the  clave 3  wore  lit  orated  in  10wJ, 
and  ho  hlasolf  diou  in  130a#  Or. o  evening  in  tho  niaalo  o.  tho  sun  -  or 
of  the  revival,  us  t  e  mi  huors  wore  assoaslod  in  a  prayor-ncotin  • 
at  tho  church,  the  nowa  cause  that  David  Jones  7,of  tho  Indians"  ard 
tho  f  wily  has.  arrive^#  The  writer  re  ..on boro  well  that  ho  w  r. t  with 
his  aether  to  his  rcimriothor1  a,  all  tho  way,  that  evening  to  3so  thee 


* 


. 
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and  the  a  quite  a  nunbor  ©f  the  .  »i  fibers  ,/oro  fitted  jut  oro^.  to¬ 
gether#  David  Jones  on  hi  j  part  tried  to  roooc^iao  tho  younger  ones, 
and  we,  the  children,  looked  somewhat  askance  at  eoojlo  who  h  id 
lived  ao  ion^  a  tine  among  tho  Indiana •  cut  our  tinluity  noon  loft 
u o  for  wo  found  that  our  undo  *3  Welsh  uoooeh  was  ac  correct  and 
natural  a  a  that  of  anyone  In  the  neighborhood# 

-f tor  about  two  yearn  (18C1),  -‘avid  Jo:? 03  and  hio  brother 
Trillion  ,?#  Davies,  and  their  families,  started  uoroee  tho  country 
toward  the  west,  without  knowing  woll  toward  what  destination#  They 

f 

1 

orosso d  the  ’’isaiooio  >i  at  rrairle  du  Chien,  and  continued  on  to¬ 
ward  Osage,  Iowa#  'Thorn  was  a  Welchman  or  tuo,  with  when  william 
Davies  had  ao  quaint  once,  over  tho  state  lino,  in  itinneoota#  The 
two  brothers  went  over  to  see  then?  the  country  ploaocd  then,  they 

bought  land,  and  hero  they  thereafter  mdo  their  homo  3  (in  mane 0 0 ta } 

6 

. about  coven  aide 3  from  the  village  of  Liao  -eri cgs,  Iowa#  Probably 
this,  as  much  as  anythin  t  too  uoq  tho  reason  to  mark  this  torritoi^ 

&3  tho  locality  for  a  welch  settlement* 

In  tho  succor  of  the  following  ye  r,  tho  first  dcloh  sermon  in 
tho  settlement  was  preached  by  dev*  John  D#  -dll  1  ms  of  rrosoairon 
(Wisconsin)  *  David  Jones  lived  on  tho  land  which  he  purchased  hero 
to  tho  close  of  hie  life*  His  brother  ao da  his  homo  near  him,  and  since 
ore  brother  had  the  name  Jones  and  tho  other  Davies,  a  ol tuition  which 
their  non- ielsh  no  dibbers  could  not  well  understand,  David  Jones  ha  a  his 
chan  od  by  process  of  law  to  David  Jones  Davies,  which  bo  came  hie 
remo  for  this  time  or#  — 

To  avoid  being  tedious,  we  will  observe  further  one  of  the  nj to¬ 
rn  or  thy  characteristics  of  the  subject  of  our  story* 

1#  Throughout  hi 3  life  ho  continued  a  roa-or  and  remained  studious# 


6)  Residence  always  in  iilnore  County,  Mnnesota# 


. 


■ 


I  . 


i^-1889 


(Ui 

Ho  referred  to  the  at  ia  and  tl;o  planets  as  if  they  wore  friends  of 
his*  n©  delighted  in  history*  Ho  rsad  again  and  a*ain  3  ^oiblgn© ’ s 
History  of  the  hofsraatlsn*  A  fow  years  ago  ho  waj  reading  Tacitus, 
oro  of  the  old  Homan  historians*  Ho  took  special  intorost  in  olsh 
antiquities  and  ono  of  hio  favorito  works  was  Hyvyrian  ,*rchaelogy 
Of  v/alo3*  Ho  road  his  Testament  in  Proton  language  as  readily  as 
tho  uolsh  and  ho  road  the  scriptures  in  Ho brow  and  Greek  with  con¬ 
siderable  ease,  no  doubt*  fossibl y' he  had  treasured  some  of  them 
in  hi 3  memory;  this  was  discovered  in  a  manner  not  without  its  humor¬ 
ous  side;  About  ton  yoars  a  o  ho  was  injured  by  one  of  the  aji inula 
on  the  farm*  Tho  following  evening  his  mental  faculties  wore  con¬ 
siderable  disturbed  and  ho  kept  repeating,  in  the  i{iifc,  certain 
words  which  tho  member  a  of  tho  family  ail  not  understand*  But  on 


tho  following  day  it  was  learned  that  these  were  those  words  from 
tho  Testament,  in  Breok,  ’Blac  sod  are  th©  ioa&,  who  die  in  the  Lord* 9 
2*  Ho  very  carefully  observed  tho  laws  of  health*  —  He  would 
drink  a  sup  of  tea  after  eating,  not  as  he  ate*  fhoso  wore  con¬ 
sidered  a:  points  of  over  exactness;  but  tlioy  pail  him  well  toward 
tho  end*  It  is  true,  however,  that  his  strength  had  failed  greatly 
in  the  Latter  years*  Ho  had  possibly  inherited. a  ort  of  weakness 
in  the  nervous  system*  A  brother  and  two  slaters  scorned  disposed 
in  a  s  ini  lor  manner*  Ho  could,  with  difficult/*  lift  a  spoon,  from 


trembling*  for  years  he  could  not  rise  out  of  a  chair  unless 
assisted  by  the  h  un.»3|  but  ome  on  hi3  feet  he  mil.  od  briskly*  But 
in  spito  of  all  this  his  general  health  was  very  good*  H©  would  read 
for  hours  in  a  chair*  \'io  sight,  hearing  and  speech  remained  good 


and  his  spirit  w  o  serene  and  oaeerf-.il*  "How  are  you  today?"  said 
the  writer  to  bin  a  few  months  before  the  ora*  "Very  well  indeed 
was  the  •answer;  "as  to  ay  health  in  general*  1  have  not  missed  a 


' 


a?  li'o*’ 


iin 

noal  for  twonty-fivo  yeai*3,  .aU  not  na?  tarai  r*  ut 
J*ut  age  and  weakne  jo  wore  gaining  on  hln  and  ho  wo  e.wrVi-0  of  this* 
Often  h©  had  lines  fron  son©  of  tho  old  -Gish  bores  or  a  verso  of  a 

-a 

hynn  setting  this  forth,  and  thoy  wore  renarlubly  apt*  as  ho  behold 
ol  -age  seising  upon  hln,  r/ith  pain  now  and  then  holding  him,  ho 
quoted  — 

•7 

« 

by  stop,  new  proofs  I  onocn\ntcr, 

"y  frame,  yea  jay  bosom  responus— 

At  sono  3^1^  of  thio  earthly  enclosure 
A  now  tenon  hath  unioosou  its  bond3*‘' 

5*  fi©  ranhod  hi#i  in  religious  ^ovation*  In  a  sons©  he  was  punc¬ 
tilious  and  modest  and  devoid  of  any  desire  to  pronote  himself;  yot 
h©  was  excellent  socially  and  on  interesting  public  ape  a her  when  or:co 
he  was  brought  out*  "Is  concern,  in  his  later  Toars,  for  the  church 
was  great,  with  tc©  tem©  feeling  for  the  world  in  general,  for  '  is 
family,  for  his  children  and  grand-children*  On©  morning  when  cer¬ 
tain  oney  of  the -so  wore  about  to  ma!  o  a  change  to  reside  in  a  near¬ 
by  town,  at  family  devotions  ho  prayc-1  with  unwonted  emphasis,  !,H© 
with  us  from  ago  to  are  and  from  goneration  to  generation* 51  Ho  was 
greatly  respected  and  of  much  influence  in  the  community*  He  was  a 
man  of  integrity,  as  esteoraea  by  all.  .■%  lind  of  sincerity  inhered  in 
th©  quality  of  his  wind:  ho  hated  from  hie  heart  all  deceit*  uia, 
in  tho  oiro instances,  nay  imagine  a  ind  of  furnace  in  the  environs 
of  the  moral  nature,  which  cotsunes  continually  tho  wastes  from  ntun’s 
fall  a :3d  th©  residues  from  aln* 
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In  later  yeuro. 


aj) 

after  a  viol  t  -*Ki  interview  with  xir  a/^>d 
"unslo*,  I  would  bo  renirvded  of  the  v  r  o  of  ooripturo,  '*and  he  aha 1 1 
purify  the  oina  of  !<©vi#  nd  Time  thorn  as  uold  and  silver# "  ip  ho 
continued—  tho  outward  nan  oufforinc;;  doe  y ,  but  tho  inwar-*  nan  rc- 
nowod  froa  day  to  day,  until  tho  22?u  tiny  of  -eptenbor,  1001,  when, 
after  uono  throo  uays  of  iit&noss,  ho  Loft  U3,  at  tho  ugo  of  sovonty- 

h  \ 

seven  years#  <*t  the  f  »noral  jorviooe#  dev#  John  H#  i-oipol  prouohod 
a  oernor*  baood  on  ^ota  135 JO# 

Ho  was  a  nan  of  roll^ioiu  aevotioc#  He  had  done  unuor  deep  oon- 


viotlon  through  the  ministry  of  sons  of  the  old  proa odors,  when 
Calvinism  was  in  its  full  strength,  and  tho  uoo trines  of  grass  ero 
being  ;)?v  ohod  with  esmplotenoss#  eligious  non  of  his  st.uap  are 
basoning  scares,  and  fi  1  j  is  a  o.-uno  of  ro  -rot#  — 


3 


*1  hiivo  hoar.,  you  behold,  forotohms 
Mhat  f o  n  aa.ily  ri:e 


•hon  worthy  non  are  o  ?n  signed  to  the  toab, 

Loot  grief  and  loos  ovorrholci  us;  — 
i»4J  wo  300  our  st  1 1  nr;  for-  fa  tho  no 

Brought  loo  and  booo  o  loot  in  tho  v.lley  of  the  ohauow, 
in  many  an  abouo,  in  bowiiuorod  unaao  eat, 
bovout  non  of  faith  weep#  f 
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irate  .a.  a  -Sree-  t  ran  j  loti 


/new?  •  at 


ivon  in  proio  fora,  with 


poo  tie  r.d  signified  form  of  diet  ion# 
shown#— 
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effort  to  refcr  If. 
-.•cloii  liaeo  a^o  here 
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"VLl  glywais,  do,  gv/oiais  rgoo!  ion, 

Hod  V-  ion  -m  oruu^ion  uo.r'a  cruvf , 

4*r  oi  rhol  anr  I'ud-.iol  noon  haduau, 
Hhng  of  a  foa  trallOil.u  gorilnwf 
rth  wo  Leu  ain  .  iunyii  hen  c  :.  cu 
§o.n  a  ngau  :  j  m  r  i  o  i  uu  ’  n  y  ly n , 
fe.0  ffy—  Ion  d.u.oUon  yn  ,y:o 
I 'own  llawor  u.r..o  eto'n  dra  oyr#1 


. 

■ 


■ 

1 1  - 


